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On behalf of the Board of Directors and Sustaining 
Members of the Pearlman Association, I want to 
express our sincere appreciation to you for choosing 
to attend the Pearlman events this year.  Whether you 
traveled across the country or across town, whether 
this is your first visit or your 24th, we have worked 
hard to make your time with us a rewarding and 
memorable experience and we hope we surpass your 
every expectation. 

 
Pearlman is an organization designed, built and 
managed exclusively by company-side surety 
professionals.    Its close, continuous access to the 
collective heartbeat of a large number of surety 
companies makes for a unique, targeted perspective 
on the needs, goals and challenges facing the industry 
– a perspective available to no other similarly situated 
organization.   Our  annual  events  draw from  this  
special  vantage  point  as we  design  our curriculum, 
training and recreational events. 

 
As you take part in our events this year, please keep in 
mind that Pearlman has but one mission; to strengthen 
and enhance the talent, professionalism and career 
prospects of the surety professional.  We will 
accomplish this mission through our scholarship 
distribution, our educational programs and our 
commitment to building industry relationships and 
keeping them strong. 

 
Thank you, again, for joining us this year.  
 

All the best – 

 
R. Jeffrey Olson 
Chairman/Director Pearlman Association
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10:45‐11:15	 Section	552,	Restatement	(Second)	of	Torts	
	 	 Kurt	Faux,	Paul	Versage,	Tiffany	Schaak	
	
11:15‐12:00	 Defenses	to	Warranty	Claims	
	 	 Tom	Windus,	Daniel	Lund	III,	Richard	Sexton,	Sam	Barker	
	
12:00‐1:15	 Lunch	

Hosted	by	Wolkin	Curran,	LLP,	Sage	Consulting	Group	
and	Weinstein	Radcliff	Pipkin,	LLP	
	

1:15‐2:00	 Avoidance	of	or	Challenges	to	Liability	
Edward	Rubacha,	Meredith	Dishaw,	Mark	Degenaars	
Luis	Aragon,	Paul	Friedrich	

	
2:00‐2:45	 Design	vs.	Performance	Specifications	
	 	 Gina	Shearer,	Greg	Smith,	John	Anderson,	Bryce	Holzer	
	
2:45‐3:30	 Adoption	of	Spearin	at	Federal	and	State	Levels	
	 	 Amy	Bernadas,	James	Case,	Wayne	Lambert,	Todd	Braggins,	Jim	Hamel	
	
3:30‐3:45	 Break	
	
3:45‐4:30	 Impact	of	Delivery	Methods	
	 	 Jonathan	Dunn,	Jennifer	Fiore,	Bob	Legier,	John	Fouhy	
	
4:30‐5:00	 Damages	
	 	 Jan	Sokol,	John	Fallat,	Ed	Hancock,	Paul	Harmon	
	
5:00	 	 Welcome	Reception/Cocktails	–	Columbia	Winery,	Woodinville	

Hosted	by	Stewart,	Sokol,	and	Larkin,	LLC	
	
6:00	 	 Dinner	–	Columbia	Winery,	Woodinville	

Hosted	by	Watt,	Tieder,	Hoffar	&	Fitzgerald,	LLP	and	
J.S.	Held,	LLC	

	
7:15	 	 Hold	‘Em	Tournament	–	Columbia	Winery,	Woodinville	

Dealers	Sponsored	by	Benchmark	Consulting	Services,	LLC	and	
Weinstein	Radcliff	Pipkin,	LLP	

	
Cocktails	
Hosted	by	Krebs	Farley,	PLLC												

	



4
 

Friday,	September	8	
	
7:30‐8:30	 Registration	and	Breakfast	–	Columbia	Winery,	Woodinville	

Hosted	by	Cashin	Spinelli	&	Ferretti,	LLC,	and	
Snow,	Christensen	&	Martineau	

	
All	Day	Coffee/Beverage	Service	
Hosted	by	Guardian	Group,	Inc.	

	
Bloody	Mary	Bar	
Hosted	by	SMTD	Law	LLP	

		
8:30‐8:45	 Welcome/Program	Introduction	

David	Olson,	Rodney	Tompkins,	Jr.,	George	Rettig	
	
8:45‐9:45	 Changes	in	Discovery	Rules	
	 	 Keith	Langley,	Gene	Zipperle,	Charles	Langfitt	
	
9:45‐10:45	 Use	of	Reptile	Brain	Trial	Strategy	
	 	 Mike	Pipkin,	Nina	Durante,	Todd	Betanzos	
	
10:45‐11:00	 Break	
	
11:00‐12:00		 Ethical	Issues	in	Use	of	Cloud	for	Exchange	and	Storage	of	Documents			

Mark	Gamell,	Jonathan	Bondy,	Rodney	Tompkins,	Jr.,	Frank	Lanak	
	
12:00	 	 Lunch	–	On	Your	Own	
	
12:15	 		 Bus	Service	to/from	Harbour	Pointe	Golf	Club	

Hosted	by	Law	Offices	of	Larry	Rothstein	
	 	 Bus	leaves	Willows	Lodge	at	12:15PM	
	 	 	
1:00	 	 Sign	In/Warm	Up	–	Harbour	Pointe	Golf	Club	
	
1:30	 	 Scramble	Tournament	–	Shotgun	Start	

Harbour	Pointe	Golf	Club,	11817	Harbour	Pointe	Blvd,	Mukilteo,	WA	98275	
	

Beverage	Cart	
Hosted	by	Watt,	Tieder,	Hoffar	&	Fitzgerald,	LLP,	
Benchmark	Consulting	Services,	LLC,	and	The	Sutor	Group	
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7:00	 	 Dinner	–	Harbour	Pointe	Golf	Club	
Hosted	by	Ward,	Hocker	&	Thornton,	PLLC,		
Chiesa	Shahinian	&	Giantomasi	PC,	and		
Kerr	Russell	and	Weber,	PLC	

	
Cocktails	
Hosted	by	Stewart	Sokol	&	Larkin,	LLC	

	
7:45	 	 Awards	–	Scholarships	–	Closing	
			
8:00		 	 Buses	return	to	Columbia	Winery	and	Willows	Lodge
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Saturday,	September	9	–	“On	Your	Own”	
 

We	would	like	to	extend	our	sincerest	appreciation	to	our	Sustaining	Members	and	
friends	of	Pearlman	who	graciously	volunteered	their	time	to	coordinate	and	chaperone	
Saturday’s	“on	your	own”	events.	

 

For	those	of	you	who	signed	up	for	any	of	the	elective	events,	you	will	have	received	by	
now	an	e‐mail	message	from	your	respective	“chaperone”	alerting	you	to	the	logistics	of	
your	event.	
	
	

 

Horse	Racing	at	Emerald	Downs	
	
 

Jennings,	Haug	&	Cunningham,	LLP	
SMTD	Law	LLP	

 

 

 

 

	
	

Woodinville	Wine	Tour	
	

 

 

Torre,	Lentz,	Gamell,	Gary	&	Rittmaster	,	LLP	
J.S.	Held	LLC	
Clark	Consulting	Group	
Law	Offices	of	T.	Scott	Leo,	P.C.	
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Program	Co‐Chairs 

 

 

	

	
DAVID	C.	OLSON	
	
David	Olson	is	a	member	of	Frost	Brown	Todd	LLC	and	practices	with	the	litigation	
department.		He	received	his	BA	from	Williams	College	and	his	J.D.	from	The	Ohio	State	
University	Law	School.	
	
In	the	past	38	years,	he	has	represented	numerous	sureties	and	other	clients	in	the	
construction	industry	in	complex	commercial	litigation	in	Ohio,	Kentucky,	Indiana	and	
West	Virginia.		
	
He	has	spoken	in	New	York,	Connecticut,	Massachusetts,	Kentucky,	California	and	Ohio	
on	various	issues	regarding	suretyship	issues,	litigation	strategy,	discovery,	and	
construction	disputes.		His	presentations	have	been	to	the	ABA’s	Fidelity	and	Surety	
Law	Committee,	the	Surety	Claims	Institute,	the	National	Association	of	Credit	
Management,	the	Construction	Financial	Management	Association,	the	National	
Business	Institute	and	the	Ohio	Legal	Center.		He	has	also	contributed	as	an	author	in	
many	ABA	publications	on	topics	regarding	suretyship.	
	
He	was	Chair	of	the	ABA’s	Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	Committee	in	2013‐2014.	
	
	
RODNEY	J.	TOMPKINS,	JR.,	JD	
	
Rodney	J.	Tompkins	Jr.	is	a	managing	partner	and	VP	of	RJT	Construction	Inc.,	Consulting	
Services.		Rodney	has	worked	in	Surety	claims	and	construction	consulting	for	over	14	
years,	and	maintains	RJT’s	focus	on	Surety	claims,	construction	law,	complex	project	and	
surety	loss	mitigation,	case	management,	scheduling,	estimating,	accounting,	litigation,	and	
construction	processes	and	methodology.			
	
Rodney	earned	his	Bachelors	Degree	at	University	of	San	Diego,	and	Post	Graduate	
Construction	Management	Certificate	at	U.C.	Berkley	School	of	Engineering,	as	well	as	his	
J.D.	at	Lincoln	Law	School	of	Sacramento	where	he	was	Editor‐In‐Chief	of	the	Voir	Dire,	and	
won	multiple	awards	in	ADR,	Negotiations,	and	Moot	Court.	
	
He	is	a	member	of	numerous	professional	organizations,	has	presented	on	topics	of	
Construction	and	Project	Management,	Claims,	Electronic	Discovery	and	Books	and	
Records,	and	others.			Rodney	has	served	as	Vice	President	and	President	of	the	Surety	
Claims	Association	of	Los	Angeles,	as	well	as	current	ongoing	leadership	positions	within	
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the	Fidelity	Surety	Law	Committee	(FSLC).		He	also	dedicates	his	time	to	his	family	and	
youth	sports	and	serves	on	the	board	of	local	youth	sports	organizations	in	Southern	
California.		
	
	
GEORGE	W.	RETTIG		
	
George	W.	Rettig	is	an	Assistant	Vice	President,	Claims	Counsel	for	International	Fidelity	
Insurance	Company	in	Newark,	New	Jersey.		He	obtained	his	B.A.	from	State	University	of	
New	York	at	Stony	Brook	and	his	J.D.	from	Brooklyn	Law	School.		He	has	more	than	twenty‐
five	years	surety	and	construction	law	experience	working	in	private	practice	and	in	the	
surety	industry.	He	is	admitted	to	the	New	York	and	New	Jersey	bars.	



9   

Presenters/Biographies 

 

 

	

	
We	would	like	to	thank	each	of	our	co‐chairs	and	presenters	for	the	significant	time	and	
talent	that	each	of	them	have	selflessly	invested	into	the	success	of	our	educational	
programs.	
	
JOHN	C.	ANDERSON,	P.E.	
	
John	Anderson	is	a	Director	for	Berkeley	Research	Group’s	(BRG’s)	Construction	Practice	
and	operates	out	of	their	Emeryville,	California	office.		Mr.	Anderson	is	a	recognized	expert	
in	the	area	of	construction	scheduling,	cost	estimating,	and	construction	claim	analysis.		He	
has	over	30	years	of	experience	in	construction	and	is	a	licensed	civil	engineer	and	
contractor.		Mr.	Anderson	received	a	Bachelor	and	Master’s	degree	in	Civil	Engineering	
from	the	University	of	California	at	Berkeley.	Mr.	Anderson	has	extensive	experience	in	the	
surety	field,	having	performed	investigations	on	over	100	contractor	default	claims.	Prior	
to	his	work	as	a	consultant	and	expert,	Mr.	Anderson	worked	in	the	construction	industry,	
holding	various	positions	including	project	engineer,	project	manager,	estimator,	and	
project	executive.	He	supervised	and	worked	on	a	wide	variety	of	building	types,	including	
bridges,	marine,	underground	and	overhead	utility,	schools,	and	high‐rise	commercial.	
	
BRG	is	a	leading	global	strategic	advisory	and	expert	consulting	firm	that	provides	
independent	advice,	data	analytics,	authoritative	studies,	expert	testimony,	investigations,	
and	regulatory	and	dispute	consulting	to	Fortune	500	corporations,	financial	institutions,	
government	agencies,	major	law	firms,	and	regulatory	bodies	around	the	world.		BRG	has	
more	than	860	professionals	with	70	devoted	to	the	construction	practice.			
	
	
LUIS	ARAGON	
	
Luis	Aragon	is	Surety	Claim	Counsel	for	Liberty	Mutual	Insurance	Company.	Prior	to	
Liberty	Mutual,	Luis	spent	over	two	years	as	a	surety	attorney	in	the	Seattle	office	of	Watt	
Tieder	Hoffar	&	Fitzgerald.	Luis	has	a	B.A.	in	History	with	Honors	and	a	B.S.	in	
Biochemistry,	both	from	the	University	of	Washington.	Luis	also	received	his	J.D.	from	the	
University	of	Washington.	Luis	simply	cannot	find	it	in	himself	to	leave	Seattle.	Outside	of	
work,	Luis	has	a	wife	who	is	a	better	lawyer	than	he	is,	and	two	amazing	young	daughters.	
When	the	ladies	let	him	out	of	the	house,	he	enjoys	playing	soccer.	He	is	an	exceptionally	
mediocre	golfer.		
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SAM	BARKER	
	
Sam	Barker	is	a	Senior	Surety	Counsel	for	Liberty	Mutual	Insurance	Company	in	Seattle,	
WA.		Sam	currently	handles	international	claims.		Sam	has	17	years	of	surety	claims	
handling	experience.		Sam	is	fluent	in	Spanish	and	Italian	and	speaks	some	French.		Sam	
received	his	law	degree	from	Seattle	University	School	of	Law	and	his	B.A.	from	
Stanford.		Sam	enjoys	acting	and	performing	in	community	theater.	
	
	
AMY	M.	BERNADAS	
	
Amy	M.	Bernadas	is	a	partner	at	Krebs	Farley,	PLLC	in	the	firm’s	New	Orleans	office.		
Admitted	to	the	State	Bar	of	Texas	in	2003	and	the	Louisiana	State	Bar	in	2008,	she	has	a	
broad	litigation	background	and	primarily	focuses	her	practice	on	Surety	and	Construction	
law.	Amy	received	her	B.A.	from	Baylor	University	in	1996	and	her	J.D.,	cum	laude,	from	
Tulane	University	School	of	Law	in	2003.		Amy	is	active	in	the	Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	
Committee	of	the	Torts,	Trial	and	Insurance	Practice	Section	of	the	ABA	and	serves	as	a	
Volunteer	attorney	for	the	New	Orleans	Pro	Bono	Project.			
	
	
TODD	BETANZOS	
	
Todd	Betanzos,	a	Principal	Consultant	at	American	Jury	CentersTM	and	AJC	Consulting,	has	
worked	closely	with	AJC	founders	Allan	Campo	and	Stuart	Simon	on	litigation	and	strategic	
communications	matters	since	2006.	He	has	become	a	highly	sought‐after	expert	in	
assisting	companies	with	the	preparation	of	key	witnesses	for	testimony	and	the	
development	of	juror‐focused	trial	strategies	and	tactics.	Mr.	Betanzos	has	also	developed	a	
specialty	in	summarizing	complex,	industry‐specific	issues,	from	pharmaceutical	
development	to	highly	technical	engineering	principles	to	insurance	underwriting	and	
claims	management,	using	elegantly	simple,	lay‐friendly	storytelling	with	which	juries	and	
other	decision	makers	can	readily	identify.	
	
Formerly	a	partner	with	a	national	law	firm	that	had	retained	American	Jury	Centers	on	
several	cases,	he	engaged	with	Simon	and	Campo	in	extensive	study	and	practice	of	
communication	science,	persuasion	theory,	and	the	human‐behavior	aspects	of	litigation	
and	jury	trials	in	2010.	As	a	result	of	his	consulting	study	and	work,	and	his	prior	
experience	as	a	trial	lawyer,	Mr.	Betanzos	has	a	unique	understanding	of	the	
communication	challenges	in	every	aspect	of	complex	litigation,	including	the	identification	
and	development	of	trial	themes,	preparation	of	key	fact	and	corporate	representative	
witnesses	for	deposition	and	trial	testimony,	and	the	effective	presentation	of	technical	
evidence	through	expert	witnesses	and	demonstrative	aids.	Of	great	interest	is	Mr.		
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Betanzos’	work	in	the	overall	development	of	dispute	resolution	plans	built	upon	carefully	
tailored	focus	group	and	mock	trial	studies.		
	
Mr.	Betanzos	is	a	member	of	the	American	Society	of	Trial	Consultants.	He	is	a	contributing	
author	of	Witness	Preparation:	A	Manual	for	Attorneys	(Campo,	Simon,	Betanzos;	Amazon	
2011)	and	co‐author	of	Witness	Communication	Training:	Helping	Witnesses	Learn	to	
Deliver	and	Defend	the	Truth	Under	Adverse	Examination	(Simon,	Betanzos,	Campo;	Amazon	
2016).	He	currently	resides	with	his	family	in	Dallas,	Texas.	
	
	
JONATHAN	BONDY	
	
Jonathan	Bondy	is	a	member	of	Chiesa	Shahinian	&	Giantomasi	PC,	which	maintains	offices	
in	New	York	City	and	West	Orange,	New	Jersey.		He	received	his	Bachelor	of	Science	in	
Economics	from	the	Wharton	School	of	Business	of	the	University	of	Pennsylvania	in	1988,	
and	a	Juris	Doctor	degree	in	1991	from	the	Benjamin	N.	Cardozo	School	of	Law,	Yeshiva	
University,	where	he	was	a	member	of	the	Moot	Court	Honor	Society.		Mr.	Bondy	
previously	served	as	an	Assistant	District	Attorney	in	Kings	County	(Brooklyn),	New	York.	
He	concentrates	his	practice	in	surety	and	fidelity	law,	and	commercial	and	construction	
litigation.		He	is	a	member	of	the	New	York	and	New	Jersey	State	Bar	Associations	and	the	
Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	Committee	of	the	Tort,	Trial	and	Insurance	Practice	Section	of	the	
American	Bar	Association.	He	is	admitted	to	practice	in	New	York	and	New	Jersey,	the	
United	States	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Second	Circuit,	and	the	United	States	District	Courts	
for	the	Southern	and	Eastern	Districts	of	New	York	and	the	District	of	New	Jersey.		He	has	
previously	spoken	on	surety	and	construction	law	issues	before	the	Fidelity	and	Surety	
Law	Committee	of	the	American	Bar	Association’s	Tort,	Trial	and	Insurance	Practice	
Section,	the	Surety	Claims	Institute,	the	Northeast	Surety	&	Fidelity	Claims	Conference,	and	
the	Commercial	Finance	Association.	
	
	
TODD	R.	BRAGGINS	
	
Todd	R.	Braggins	is	Managing	Partner	of	Ernstrom	&	Dreste,	LLP,	in	Rochester,	New	York.		
Mr.	Braggins	concentrates	his	practice	in	the	fields	of	contract	and	commercial	suretyship	
and	construction	law.		In	addition	to	Ernstrom	&	Dreste,	LLP’s	Pearlman	Sustaining	
Membership,	Mr.	Braggins	is	an	active	member	of	the	Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	Committee	
(“FSLC”)	of	the	ABA’s	Tort	Trial	and	Insurance	Practice	Section,	currently	serving	as	a	Vice‐
Chair,	as	well	as	a	Co‐Editor	of	the	FSLC	Newsletter.			Mr.	Braggins	is	also	a	member	of	the	
Surety	Claims	Institute,	the	National	Bond	Claims	Association,	the	Chicago,	Atlanta	and	
Philadelphia	Surety	Claims	Associations,	and	the	ABA’s	Forum	on	the	Construction	
Industry.		Mr.	Braggins	graduated	with	honors	from	Binghamton	University	and	received	
his	Juris	Doctor	from	the	Washington	College	of	Law	of	The	American	University.			



12   

MARGERY	S.	BRONSTER	
	
Margery	S.	Bronster	is	one	of	the	founders	of	Bronster	Fujichaku	Robbins	in	Honolulu,	
Hawaii.		Ms.	Bronster	has	a	varied	practice	that	includes	complex	business	litigation	and	
representing	sureties	in	all	matters,	from	claim	investigation	through	litigation.		
	
Ms.	Bronster	was	the	Attorney	General	for	the	State	of	Hawaii	from	1995	to	1999.	For	her	
service,	Ms.	Bronster	received	the	Profiles	in	Courage	Award,	Conference	of	Western	
Attorneys	General,	2000	(Southerwestern	Bell)	and	Kelly‐	Wyman	Award	for	Outstanding	
Attorney	General,	1999	(National	Association	of	Attorneys	General).		Ms.	Bronster	has	also	
been	recognized	by	the	Litigation	Counsel	of	America	as	a	Senior	Fellow	and	by	Best	
Lawyers	in	America	as	2016	“Lawyer	of	the	Year”	in	Honolulu,	in	the	practice	area	of	
Insurance	Litigation.		
	
Ms.	Bronster	is	licensed	to	practice	in	Hawaii	and	New	York.			
	
	
JAMES	R.	CASE	
	
James	R.	Case	is	a	member	of	Kerr,	Russell	and	Weber,	in	Detroit,	Michigan.	Mr.	Case	has	
over	35	years’	experience	in	commercial,	construction	and	surety	litigation.	He	serves	on	
the	Commercial/Construction	Arbitration	Panel	and	as	a	mediator	for	the	American	
Arbitration	Association.	Mr.	Case	is	an	active	member	of	the	National	Bond	Claims	
Association;	Pearlman	Surety	Association;	Surety	and	Fidelity	Claims	Institute;	
International	Association	of	Defense	Counsel	‐	Construction	Law	and	Litigation	Committee,	
and	Fidelity	and	Surety	Committee;	and	the	ABA	Forum	on	the	Construction	Industry,	Tort	
and	Insurance	Practice	Section,	and	Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	Committee.	Mr.	Case	is	a	
graduate	of	Colgate	University	and	St.	John's	University	Law	School.	
	
	
DENNIS	C.	CAVANAUGH	
	
Dennis	Cavanaugh	is	a	Partner	with	Robinson+Cole	LLC’s	Construction	Group	and	focuses	
on	construction	law	and	contract	suretyship	matters.	He	counsels	public	and	private	
building	owners,	tenants,	lenders,	building	contractors,	design	professionals,	
subcontractors,	and	sureties.	Mr.	Cavanaugh's	capabilities	span	a	period	of	over	three	
decades	in	his	handling	of	complex	transactions	that	often	involve	construction	finance,	
contract	procurement	and	negotiation,	and	commercial‐related	litigation	and	alternative	
dispute	resolution.	
	
Mr.	Cavanaugh	has	lectured	and	authored	articles	on	a	variety	of	construction	and	
suretyship	topics.	He	has	been	recognized	in	the	The	Best	Lawyers	in	America©		in	the	
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areas	of	Construction	Law	and	Litigation	‐	Construction	since	2011.	Additionally,	he	was	
Best	Lawyers®	Hartford	Lawyer	of	the	Year	in	the	area	of	Construction	Law	in	2012	and	
2015	and	in	the	area	of	Litigation	‐	Construction	in	2013	and	2016	(Copyright	2015	by	
Woodward/White,	Inc.,	Aiken,	SC).		Mr.	Cavanaugh	has	been	recognized	by	Super	
Lawyers®		since	2006	as	a	New	England	Super	Lawyer	in	the	areas	of	Construction	Law	
and	Construction	Litigation,	the	result	of	a	joint	selection	process	conducted	by	Law	&	
Politics	and	Connecticut	Magazine	(Super	Lawyers	is	a	registered	trademark	of	Key	
Professional	Media,	Inc.).		
	
Robinson+Cole	LLC	has	offices	in	Connecticut,	Massachusetts,	New	York,	Rhode	Island,	
Florida	and	California.		
	
	
BENJAMIN	CHAMBERS	
	
Benjamin	Chambers	is	a	Senior	Bond	Claims	Representative	for	The	Hartford.		He	received	
a	J.D.	from	Seattle	University	School	of	Law	and	a	B.	A.	in	Philosophy	from	Western	
Washington	University.			
	
	
MARK	DEGENAARS	
	
Mark	Degenaars	is	the	Managing	Director	of	the	Construction	Services	group	within	The	
Vertex	Companies,	Inc.	He	has	been	with	VERTEX	for	over	7	years	with	a	primary	focus	as	a	
consultant	to	the	surety	claims	industry	and	private	public	developers.	Mark	brings	over	20	
years	of	project	management,	facility	management,	private	/	public	development	and	
construction	experience	to	each	assignment.	Mark	has	successfully	managed	a	large	variety	
of	projects	ranging	from	various	types	of	vertical	construction	to	heavy	highway	/	civil	
design	projects.	Mark	has	served	as	an	expert	and	fact	witness	for	a	variety	of	projects.	
Prior	to	joining	VERTEX,	Mark	owned	and	managed	his	own	consulting	firm	for	nearly	a	
decade.	
	
	
MEREDITH	DISHAW	
	
Meredith	Dishaw	is	an	associate	in	the	Seattle	office	of	Williams	Kastner	and	part	of	the	
Construction	and	Surety	Practice	Teams.	Her	practice	focuses	on	representing	public	and	
private	owners,	contractors,	and	sureties	throughout	the	construction	process,	with	a	
particular	focus	on	commercial	construction	litigation.	Ms.	Dishaw	has	represented	clients	
in	federal	and	state	courts	throughout	the	country	and	in	private	arbitration	proceedings	in	
various	construction‐related	matters,	including	payment,	performance	and	supply	bond		
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claims,	prompt	payment	claims,	mechanic’s	lien	claims,	indemnity	issues,	latent	and	patent	
defects	in	construction	and	design,	and	contract	and	warranty	claims.	
	
Ms.	Dishaw’s	practice	also	focuses	on	defending	sureties	and	insurers	from	common	law	
and	statutory	bad	faith	and	extra‐contractual	claims.	
	
	
JONATHAN	J.	DUNN	
	
Jonathan	J.	Dunn	is	a	partner	in	SMTD	Law	LLP’s	Irvine,	California	office.		Jonathan	focuses	
his	practice	in	construction	practices,	surety	law,	creditor's	rights	and	remedies,	including	
bankruptcy	and	work‐outs,	and	transactions	relating	to	construction,	debtor/creditor	and	
commercial	matters.	Prior	to	forming	SMTD,	Jonathan	was	a	partner	at	an	international	law	
firm,	an	in‐house	attorney	with	two	national	bonding	companies	where	he	handled	
construction	defaults	in	the	Western	United	States,	and	active	in	his	family’s	construction	
business.			
	
Jonathan	is	asked	to	write	and	speak	frequently,	and	has	written	numerous	articles	and	
presentations.		Jonathan	is	a	vice	chair	of	the	AGC‐California	Legal	Advisory	Committee,	
active	in	the	ABA’s	Forum	on	Construction	Law	section,	a	prior	Vice	Chair	of	the	Fidelity	&	
Surety	Law	Committee,	as	well	as	involved	in	numerous	other	construction	and	surety	
associations	and	legal	bar	organizations.		
	
Jonathan	obtained	his	J.D.	from	Seattle	University	School	of	Law	(formerly	Univ.	of	Puget	
Sound	L.S.),	and	his	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	in	Economics	from	UCLA	in	1989.	Jonathan	is	
licensed	to	practice	in	California,	as	well	as	various	federal,	special	and	bankruptcy	courts.		
	
	
NINA	M.	DURANTE	
	
Nina	M.	Durante	is	Senior	Surety	Claims	Counsel	with	Liberty	Mutual	Insurance	Company	
in	its	Commercial	Claims	Department.		She	is	based	in	Seattle,	WA.		For	most	of	her	
professional	career,	Nina	has	worked	in	the	surety	industry	handling	a	variety	of	claims,	
including	contract,	fidelity	and	miscellaneous	matters.		In	2013,	Nina	joined	Liberty’s	newly	
created	Commercial	Claims	Region	where	she	handles	a	variety	of	large	commercial	claims,	
bankruptcies,	and	contract	claims.				

Nina	received	her	B.A.	in	Political	Science	from	Seattle	University	and	her	J.D.	from	the	
University	of	Puget	Sound	School	of	Law	(now,	Seattle	University	School	of	Law).		She	is	an	
active	member	of	the	Washington	State	Bar	Association	and	the	American	Bar	Association	‐	
TIPS	section.			
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JOHN	L.	FALLAT	
	
John	L.	Fallat	was	admitted	to	the	California	Bar	after	graduating	cum	laude	from	the	
California	Western	School	of	Law	in	1984.		He	has	been	practicing	surety	bond	defense	
since	1986	when	he	joined	the	Oakland	defense	firm	of	Bennett,	Samuelson,	Reynolds,	and	
Allard	in	defending	among	notary	public	surety	bonds	for	the	Kirby	brothers	who	then	
owned	Western	Surety	Company,	now	part	of	CNA.	He	then	joined	Williams	&	Martinet	in	
San	Francisco	where	he	expanded	his	surety	bond	practice	to	include	all	types	of	claim	and	
lawsuits.		He	started	his	own	practice	in	1989	representing	sureties	throughout	California	
with	an	emphasis	on	commercial	claims.		The	firm	currently	has	two	associates	and	three	
paralegals.		He	considers	himself	very	fortunate	to	have	stumbled	into	this	field	which	has	
enabled	him	to	raise	a	family	in	Marin	County	and	be	free	to	represent	clients	in	other	civil	
litigation	such	as	consumer	class	actions,	employment	litigation,	and	real	estate	disputes.	
	
	
KURT	FAUX	
	
Kurt	Faux	is	the	president	and	founder	of	the	Faux	Law	Group,	practicing	in	Nevada,	Utah,	
and	Idaho.		Mr.	Faux	received	a	B.A.	from	Brigham	Young	University‐Hawaii,	magna	cum	
laude,	in	1982.		He	obtained	a	J.D.	from	Brigham	Young	University,	J.	Reuben	Clark	Law	
School	in	1986,	where	he	was	an	editor	for	the	Law	Review.	Mr.	Faux	has	represented	
sureties	for	over	30	years,	and	is	a	frequent	presenter	to	various	groups	regarding	surety	
and	construction	issues.		
	
	
JENNIFER	FIORE	
	
As	a	principal	in	Dunlap	Fiore,	LLC,	Ms.	Fiore	specializes	in	construction	law,	business	law,	
litigation,	public	finance	as	well	as	Federal	and	State	regulatory	and	administrative	law	
matters.	
	
Ms.	Fiore’s	practice	encompasses	the	full	breadth	of	private	and	public	construction	and	
surety	law.	She	represents	clients	in	the	drafting	and	negotiation	of	contracts;	the	
administration	of	project	obligations;	and	the	preparation,	prosecution	and	defense	of	
claims.	She	also	has	extensive	experience	in	performance	and	payment	guaranty‐related	
matters,	bonding,	and	indemnity	issues	giving	her	an	experienced,	educated	perspective	on	
all	aspects	of	construction,	and	surety	law.		Ms.	Fiore	has	represented	contractors,	owners,	
and	sureties	and	has	experience	in	contracting	issues	involving	the	Federal	Acquisition	
Regulation.		She	has	assisted	clients	with	compliance	of	the	Federal	Contractor	ethics	rules	
in	a	wide	variety	of	construction‐related	matters.		
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Ms.	Fiore	is	a	Vice‐Chair	of	the	Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	Committee	of	the	Tort	Trial	and	
Insurance	Practice	Section	of	the	American	Bar	Association,	a	member	of	American	Bar	
Association,	Construction	Law	Forum,	the	Louisiana	Bar	Association,	National	Bond	Claims	
Association	and	the	Pearlman	Association.		
	
	
JOHN	M.	FOUHY	
	
John	M.	Fouhy	is	a	Claim	Counsel	for	Travelers	Casualty	&	Surety	Company	of	America	in	
Federal	Way,	WA,	where	he	has	worked	since	2010.	He	graduated	with	a	B.B.A.	from	Pacific	
Lutheran	University	in	2005,	and	received	his	J.D.	from	the	University	of	Oregon	School	of	
Law	in	2009.	He	is	admitted	to	practice	in	Washington	State.	
	
	
PAUL	K.	FRIEDRICH	
	
Paul	K.	Friedrich	is	an	attorney	with	Williams	Kastner	and	is	a	member	of	the	firm’s	
Construction	Litigation	&	Surety	Practice	Team.		His	practice	involves	representing	sureties	
and	insurers	in	all	aspects	of	bond	claims	with	a	particular	emphasis	on	construction	law.	A	
significant	portion	of	his	practice	is	devoted	to	prosecuting	indemnity	and	subrogation	
matters	on	behalf	of	his	surety	clients.		Mr.	Friedrich	has	a	proven	track	record	of	success	
for	his	clients	at	both	the	trial	court	level	and	on	appeal.	
	
	
MARK	S.	GAMELL	
	
Mark	S.	Gamell	is	a	founding	partner	in	the	New	York	law	firm	of	Torre,	Lentz,	Gamell,	Gary	
&	Rittmaster,	LLP.		Mark	was	previously	a	partner	at	Hart	&	Hume,	LLP	and	Stockman	
Wallach	Lentz	and	Gamell,	LLP,	and	has	practiced	in	the	fields	of	fidelity,	surety,	
construction	litigation	and	related	commercial	insurance	and	bankruptcy	law	for	over	30	
years.		A	1976	graduate	of	Dartmouth	College	and	a	1979	graduate	of	Fordham	University	
School	of	Law,	Mark	has	served	as	a	Vice‐Chair	of	the	ABA/TTIPS	Fidelity	&	Surety	Law	
Committee,	co‐chairman	of	its	Bankruptcy	Law	Subcommittee,	and	has	delivered	papers	
and	addresses	at	meetings	of	the	committee	through	the	years	on	surety	and	fidelity	law	
related	subjects	as	well	as	contributed	to	several	of	the	committee’s	publications.		Mark	has	
also	addressed	the	ABA	Forum	on	the	Construction	Industry,	as	well	as	other	fidelity	and	
surety	industry	professional	organizations	such	as	the	Fidelity	Law	Association,	the	Surety	
Claims	Institute,	the	National	Bond	Claim	Association	and	the	Pearlman	Association.	From	
2009	to	2014,	Mark	served	as	Educational	Program	Director	for	The	Pearlman	Association,	
which	is	dedicated	to	developing	the	skills	of	surety	industry	professionals.		He	is	admitted	
to	practice	in	New	York,	as	well	as	in	all	four	U.S.	District	Courts	in	the	State	of	New	York,	
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the	U.S.	Courts	of	Appeal	for	the	Second,	Third	and	Federal	Circuits	and	the	U.S.	Court	of	
International	Trade.	
	
	
JIM	HAMEL	
	
Jim	Hamel	has	worked	at	Claims	Counsel	for	Zurich	American	Insurance	Company	since	
2010.	Prior	to	that,	he	was	in	private	practice	for	12	years,	most	recently	with	Langley	
Weinstein	Hamel,	LLP.	He	obtained	his	JD	from	Southern	Methodist	University	(cum	laude)	
in	1997	and	a	BA	from	University	of	Texas	–	Dallas	(cum	laude)	in	1994.	
	
	
R.	ED	HANCOCK	
	
Ed	is	the	President	of	Surety	&	Construction	Consultants,	Inc.	and	has	been	in	the	surety	
and	fidelity	industry	for	over	20	years.	Ed	is	a	forensic	accountant	and	has	experience	
handling	surety	and	fidelity	claims	as	well	as	claims	involving	accounts	receivable,	crop	
insurance,	and	trade	credit.	Ed	has	served	as	an	expert	witness	in	state	court	in	Florida	and	
as	an	expert	witness	in	federal	court.	Ed	is	a	Certified	Public	Accountant	in	the	state	of	
Florida	and	holds	the	professional	designation	of	CFF	(Certified	in	Financial	Forensics).	Ed	
has	an	undergraduate	degree	in	Criminology	from	the	University	of	South	Florida	and	an	
MBA	from	the	University	of	Phoenix.	Ed	is	currently	pursuing	a	seminary	degree	at	New	
Orleans	Baptist	Theological	Seminary	online	and	is	an	ordained	minister.	
	
	
PAUL	C.	HARMON,	ESQ.	
	
In	December	2007,	Paul	Harmon	joined	the	Federal	Way,	WA	Regional	Claim	Office	having	
previously	been	admitted	to	the	Washington	State	Bar.	Paul	is	a	2007	graduate	of	the	
University	of	Oregon	School	of	Law	where	he	was	the	Executive	Editor	of	the	Oregon	
Review	of	International	Law.	At	Oregon,	Paul	was	a	student	intern	in	the	civil	law	clinic	and	
a	teaching	assistant	for	first‐year	civil	procedure	and	property	law	students.	Previously,	
Paul	received	his	B.A.	in	Political	Science	with	a	Minor	in	Music	from	the	University	of	
California,	San	Diego.	At	UC	San	Diego,	Paul	earned	Provost	Academic	Honors.	As	an	
undergraduate,	Paul	was	an	exchange	student	at	the	University	of	Glasgow.	Paul	enjoys	
travel,	running	and	playing	the	viola.	
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BRYCE	HOLZER	
	
Bryce	Holzer	is	Claim	Counsel	for	Travelers	Bond	and	Specialty	Insurance	in	Federal	Way,	
WA.	Bryce	graduated	from	Washington	State	University	with	a	B.A.	in	Economics,	summa	
cum	laude,	in	May,	2007.	After	working	for	the	Boing	Company	as	an	Industrial	Engineer,	
Bryce	attended	the	University	Of	Washington	School	Of	Law	and	graduated	in	March	of	
2011.	Bryce	worked	in	private	practice	prior	to	joining	Travelers	in	August	2012.		Bryce	is	
a	member	of	the	Washington	State	Bar	Association.		
	
	
PATRICK	Q.	HUSTEAD	
	
Patrick	Q.	Hustead	is	the	founder	of	The	Hustead	Law	Firm	in	Denver,	Colorado.		He	has	a	
regional	practice	centered	in	the	Rocky	Mountain	region.		He	is	a	founder	of	the	ABA	
Fidelity	and	Surety	Extra‐Contractual	Liability	Committee	and	has	represented	sureties	and	
insurers	for	over	29	years.		He	has	tried	many	cases	in	the	Rocky	Mountains,	on	topics	
ranging	from	bad	faith	to	brain	injuries	and	construction	defaults.		He	graduated	from	
Boston	College	Law	School,	cum	laude,	and	is	admitted	to	practice	in	all	courts	in	Colorado,	
Montana,	Wyoming,	Nebraska	and	the	Dakotas.	
	
	
WAYNE	D.	LAMBERT	
	
Wayne	D.	Lambert	is	the	Regional	Manager	in	Farmington,	CT	for	the	Northeast	office	of	
Cashin,	Spinelli	&	Ferretti,	LLC	where	he	serves	as	a	consultant	to	the	Surety	industry	in	
Performance	and	Payment	Bond	claims	and	project	completions.		Prior	to	becoming	a	
surety	consultant,	Mr.	Lambert	was	a	Senior	Surety	Counsel	for	Liberty	Bond	Services	(now	
Liberty	Mutual	Surety);	AVP	of	surety	claims	for	Continental	Insurance	Company,	a	lawyer	
in	private	practice,	and	a	Captain	in	the	U.S.	Army’s	Judge	Advocate	General’s	Corps.		Mr.	
Lambert	is	a	graduate	of	Georgetown	University	and	the	Western	New	England	College	
School	of	Law.		
	
	
FRANK	M.	LANAK	
	
Frank	M.	Lanak	is	Executive	Vice	President,	Bond	Claims	with	Tokio	Marine	HCC,	Surety	
and	Credit	Groups.	From	his	office	in	Los	Angeles,	Frank	manages	the	Surety	Group’s	
claims,	subrogation	and	collateral	departments.	Frank	earned	his	B.A.	in	Business	
Economics	from	the	University	of	California	at	Santa	Barbara	in	1993	and	his	J.D.	from	
Loyola	Law	School	of	Los	Angeles	in	1996.	He	is	admitted	to	practice	law	in	California.	
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CHARLES	W.	LANGFITT	
	
Charles	(Chuck)	W.	Langfitt	is	a	Travelers	Insurance	2nd	Vice	President	&	Counsel	and	leads	
the	Travelers	Western	Region’s	Bond	Claim	Department.		Chuck	graduated	from	the	
University	of	Oregon	in	1977	and	from	Gonzaga	University	School	of	Law	in	1980,	with	
honors.		After	practicing	with	a	Tacoma	insurance	defense	law	firm	for	4	years,	Chuck	
entered	the	surety	business	in	1984	by	accepting	a	position	with	a	surety	company	
subsequently	acquired	by	Travelers.		Chuck	has	32	years	of	experience	in	handling	
contractor	defaults	throughout	the	country.		Over	the	years,	Chuck	has	presented	at	
seminars	and	written	a	number	of	articles,	including	co‐authoring	Chapter	3	of	the	Law	of	
Performance	Bonds,	Performance	Options	Available	to	the	Surety,	and	was	one	of	the	co‐
authors	revising	Chapter	14	in	the	2nd	Edition	of	the	Law	of	Payment	Bonds,	Payment	Bond	
Claim	Handling	and	the	Law	of	Bad	Faith.		In	2013,	Chuck	was	one	of	the	Co‐Chairs	for	the	
Construction	Program	for	the	TIPS/FSLC	Mid‐Winter	Meeting	and	an	editor	for	that	
seminar’s	book,	Construction	Damages:	An	In‐Depth	Analysis.		Chuck	was	admitted	to	the	
Washington	State	Bar	Association	in	1980	and	the	U.S.	District	Court	Western	District	of	
Washington	in	1981.	
	
	
KEITH	A.	LANGLEY	
	
For	30	years	of	practice,	Keith	Langley	has	focused	on	understanding	the	client’s	business	
while	seeking	the	earliest	resolution	of	issues	by	starting	with	early	comprehensive	
evaluation.	He	focuses	his	practice	on	complex	workout,	litigation,	and	bankruptcy	matters.	
Keith	is	also	experienced	at	counseling	his	clients	on	dispute	avoidance.	His	trial	experience	
includes	serving	as	lead	counsel	on	federal	and	state	trials	in	Texas	and	other	jurisdictions,	
as	well	as	a	successful	record	in	arbitrations	and	appeals.	Keith	stays	on	the	cutting	edge	of	
the	latest	technology	in	presenting	evidence	to	the	sophisticated	jurors	in	today’s	
courtrooms.		
	
Keith’s	practice	includes	construction	and	surety	law	focusing	on	construction‐related	
claims,	lawsuits,	mediations,	and	arbitrations.	His	experience	in	claims,	trials,	arbitrations,	
and	mediations	includes	projects	such	as	highways	and	bridges,	public	works	projects,	
commercial	and	retail	construction,	industrial	and	warehouse	facilities,	health	care	
facilities,	power	plants,	pipelines,	petrochemical	plants,	refineries,	chemical	plants,	gas	
processing	plants,	schools,	and	multi‐family	housing.		
	
He	is	a	frequent	author	and	speaker	on	a	variety	of	litigation,	bankruptcy,	construction	law,	
surety	and	fidelity	topics.		Keith	is	licensed	in	Texas,	Florida,	Arkansas,	and	Oklahoma.	
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ROBERT	J.	LEGIER,	P.E.	
	
Robert	J.	Legier,	P.E.,	is	vice	president	of	Global	Construction	Services,	Inc.	(GCSI),	in	
Redmond,	WA.	He	offers	clients	over	30	years	of	experience	in	construction	management	
and	the	evaluation	of	complex	construction	disputes.	His	experience	encompasses	a	broad	
variety	of	projects,	including:	medical	facilities,	office	buildings,	dormitories,	schools,	roads	
and	utility	systems,	airfields,	and	waterfront	structures.	Prior	to	joining	GCSI,	Robert	
served	for	21	years	in	the	U.S.	Coast	Guard,	where	he	was	heavily	involved	in	design,	
construction	management,	and	facility	operations.	In	both	the	public	and	private	sectors,	he	
has	considerable	experience	in	construction	claims	and	claims	avoidance,	project	
scheduling,	evaluating	issues	of	delay,	impact,	disruption,	acceleration,	and	changed	
conditions.	He	has	managed	completion	of	many	surety	loss	projects	on	behalf	of	national	
surety	firms.	His	work	with	surety	losses	includes	making	an	assessment	of	the	
uncompleted	work,	determining	the	cost	to	complete	and	the	ability	of	the	principal	to	
perform,	as	well	as	monitoring	the	work	of	completion	contractors,	and	review	of	payment	
bond	claims.	Robert	is	a	registered	Professional	Engineer	in	the	State	of	Washington.	He	
earned	a	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Civil	Engineering	from	the	United	States	Coast	Guard	
Academy	and	a	Master	of	Science	in	Civil	Engineering	from	the	University	of	Illinois	
(Champaign‐Urbana).	
	
	
DANIEL	LUND,	III	
	
Daniel	Lund,	III	is	a	Director	in	the	New	Orleans	office	of	the	law	firm	of	Coats	Rose,	P.C.	
and	for	his	29	years’	of	practice	has	been	engaged	in	general	civil	litigation,	focusing	
primarily	on	construction	industry	and	surety	matters,	products	liability,	
telecommunications	law	and	zoning.		Mr.	Lund	received	his	B.A.	degree	in	philosophy	from	
the	University	of	New	Orleans,	his	J.D.	degree	from	Tulane	University,	and	an	M.T.S.	degree	
from	Duke	University.	He	serves	on	the	Construction	Arbitration	Panel	of	the	American	
Arbitration	Association	and	on	the	panel	of	mediators	and	arbitrators	for	Perry	Dampf	
Dispute	Solutions	in	New	Orleans.	Mr.	Lund	is	admitted	to	practice	before	all	courts	in	
Louisiana	and	the	United	States	District	Courts	in	Louisiana,	as	well	as	the	United	States	
District	Court	for	the	Northern	District	of	Florida.	He	is	a	member	of	the	American	Bar	
Association	Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	Committee,	and	is	a	member	of	the	Louisiana	State	Bar	
Association.		
	
	
DAVID	C.	OLSON	
	
David	Olson	is	a	member	of	Frost	Brown	Todd	LLC	and	practices	with	the	litigation	
department.		He	received	his	BA	from	Williams	College	and	his	J.D.	from	The	Ohio	State	
University	Law	School.	
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In	the	past	38	years,	he	has	represented	numerous	sureties	and	other	clients	in	the	
construction	industry	in	complex	commercial	litigation	in	Ohio,	Kentucky,	Indiana	and	
West	Virginia.		
	
He	has	spoken	in	New	York,	Connecticut,	Massachusetts,	Kentucky,	California	and	Ohio	
on	various	issues	regarding	suretyship	issues,	litigation	strategy,	discovery,	and	
construction	disputes.		His	presentations	have	been	to	the	ABA’s	Fidelity	and	Surety	
Law	Committee,	the	Surety	Claims	Institute,	the	National	Association	of	Credit	
Management,	the	Construction	Financial	Management	Association,	the	National	
Business	Institute	and	the	Ohio	Legal	Center.		He	has	also	contributed	as	an	author	in	
many	ABA	publications	on	topics	regarding	suretyship.	
	
He	was	Chair	of	the	ABA’s	Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	Committee	in	2013‐2014.	
	
	
R.	JEFFREY	OLSON	
	
Jeff	Olson	is	a	Senior	Surety	Claims	Counsel	for	Liberty	Mutual.		Jeff	has	worked	in	the	
surety	claims	field	since	2000,	handling	primarily	performance	and	payment	bond	
claims.		Jeff	also	became	the	President	of	the	Pearlman	Association	in	2015.		Jeff	enjoys	
spending	time	with	his	family	and	getting	in	a	round	of	golf	every	so	often.		He	claims	a	10	
handicap.		Jeff	has	been	a	licensed	attorney	in	the	state	of	Washington	since	1996.		
	
	
MIKE	F.	PIPKIN	
	
Mike	F.	Pipkin	is	a	partner	with	Weinstein	Radcliff	Pipkin	LLP,	Dallas,	Texas.	He	is	a	
graduate	of	Abilene	Christian	University,	B.B.A.	1986,	and	Southern	Methodist	University	
Dedman	School	of	Law,	J.D.	1989.	He	is	a	Past	Chair	of	the	ABA	TIPS	Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	
Committee	and	was	the	Founding	Co‐Chair	of	the	FSLC’s	Construction	Law	Subdivision.	He	
serves	as	one	of	eight	attorneys	in	the	USA	on	the	National	Association	of	Surety	Bond	
Producers	Attorney	Advisory	Council.	In	2016,	Mike	was	elected	to	membership	in	the	
Federation	of	Defense	&	Corporate	Counsel	(FDCC),	an	organization	comprised	of	leaders	
in	the	insurance	and	corporate	defense	bar.	And,	in	2017,	Mike	was	selected	as	a	Charter	
Fellow	in	the	Construction	Lawyers	Society	of	America,	an	invitation‐only	construction	
lawyer	honorary	society	with	membership	limited	to	1,200	practicing	Fellows	from	the	
United	States	and	internationally.		
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DEREK	POPEIL	
	
Derek	Popeil	is	an	Assistant	Vice	President	and	a	Surety	Claims	Manager	in	the	Surety	
Claims	department	with	over	25	years	of	experience	in	the	surety	industry.	He	has	been	
with	Chubb	since	2013.	In	his	capacity	as	surety	claims	manager	he	is	responsible	for	
handling	performance	bond	claims	and	overseeing	other	surety	claims	examiners	in	the	
Surety	Claims	Department.	
	
Derek	started	his	career	as	an	Associate	General	Counsel	for	First	Indemnity	of	America	
Insurance	Company	where	has	was	responsible	for	surety	claims	and	for	overseeing	
outside	attorneys	and	consultants.	After	10	years	with	First	Indemnity	of	America	
Insurance	Company,	he	left	to	enter	the	private	practice	of	law	where	he	opened	a	New	
Jersey	office	for	the	New	York	based	law	firm	of	Ernstrom	&	Dreste,	LLP.	Just	prior	to	
joining	Chubb	Derek	worked	for	seven	years	at	the	law	firm	of	Dreifuss	Bonacci	&	Parker,	
LLP.	During	his	years	in	private	practice	he	handled	all	types	of	surety	claims	and	litigation	
on	behalf	of	numerous	surety	clients.	
	
Derek	graduated	from	Muhlenberg	College	in	1988	receiving	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree.	In	
1991,	he	received	his	Juris	Doctorate	from	Widener	University	School	of	Law.	He	is	licensed	
to	practice	law	in	both	federal	and	state	courts	of	New	York	and	New	Jersey.	He	is	a	Vice	
Chair	of	the	American	Bar	Association	and	a	member	of	the	TIPS	Section.		
	
	
JASON	POTTER	
	
Jason	Potter	is	a	partner	in	the	Baltimore,	Maryland	law	firm	of	Wright,	Constable	&	Skeen,	
LLP.		He	received	his	B.A.	from	The	Ohio	State	University	and	his	J.D.	degree	from	the	
University	Of	Baltimore	School	Of	Law.		Mr.	Potter	served	as	judicial	law	clerk	for	the	
Honorable	Thomas	E.	Marshall	of	the	Circuit	Court	for	Harford	County	for	the	2005‐06	
term.	After	his	clerkship,	he	joined	Wright,	Constable	&	Skeen,	where	he	practices	in	the	
areas	of	surety	law,	construction	law,	and	commercial	litigation.		He	is	a	member	of	the	bar	
of	the	State	of	Maryland.		He	is	also	a	member	of	the	Maryland	State	Bar	Association’s	
Construction	Law	Section,	the	ABA’s	Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	Committee	of	the	Tort,	Trial	
and	Insurance	Practice	Section,	the	American	Bar	Association	Construction	Law	Forum,	
and	a	member	of	the	Board	of	Directors	of	the	Surety	Claims	Institute.		Mr.	Potter	has	been	
named	as	Super	Lawyer®	for	2016	and	2017	in	the	area	of	suretyship	and	was	named	as	
Super	Lawyers®	Rising	Star	from	2011	to	2015.		
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EDWARD	RUBACHA	
	
Edward	Rubacha	is	a	partner	with	the	Phoenix,	Arizona	law	firm	of	Jennings,	Haug	&	
Cunningham,	LLP,	practicing	in	the	firm’s	Surety	Section.	Ed	has	a	B.S.E.E.	from	Purdue	
University,	an	M.B.A.	from	Arizona	State	University,	and	a	J.	D.,	cum	laude,	from	Arizona	
State.	Ed	joined	Jennings,	Haug	in	1987.	Ed’s	practice	includes	representing	sureties	in	all	
phases	of	bonding,	including	underwriting	and	claims	litigation,	including	issues	
concerning	bonding	on	Indian	reservations.	Ed	represents	a	number	of	sureties	in	Arizona,	
California,	Colorado,	and	on	various	reservations	throughout	the	western	United	States.	Ed	
is	admitted	to	practice	each	of	those	states,	in	both	state	and	federal	court,	and	in	a	number	
of	tribal	courts.		Ed	has	published	three	articles	on	the	topic	of	bonding	and	contracting	on	
the	reservation	and	is	a	frequent	speaker	on	that	unique	area	of	the	law.	
	
	
TIFFANY	SCHAAK	
	
Tiffany	Schaak	is	Western	Regional	Home	Office	Counsel	for	Liberty	Mutual	Group	in	
Seattle,	Washington.		Ms.	Schaak	earned	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	in	Finance	from	the	
University	of	Puget	Sound	and	a	Juris	Doctorate,	cum	laude,	from	Seattle	University	School	
of	Law.		Ms.	Schaak	has	also	received	the	Associate	in	Fidelity	and	Surety	Bonding	
designation	from	The	Institutes	as	well	as	the	Chartered	Property	Casualty	Underwriting	
designation.			
	
	
RICHARD	SEXTON	
	
Richard	Sexton	has	more	than	25	years	of	experience	in	the	fields	of	surety	consultation,	
contract	administration,	construction	scheduling,	and	construction	claims.	His	experience	
includes	overseeing	the	completion	of	a	variety	of	project	types	such	as	general	
construction,	mechanical,	electrical,	and	specialty	construction.	Richard	has	performed	
project	default	analyses,	payment	and	performance	bond	claim	analyses,	preparation	of	re‐
let	packages,	takeover	management/oversight,	cost‐to‐complete	estimates	and	exposure	
analyses.	Richard	also	specializes	in	project	scheduling,	spanning	all	stages	of	a	
construction	project	including	the	pre‐construction/design	development	phase,	permitting	
and	procurement	phases,	and	construction.	Richard	is	experienced	in	the	evaluation,	
analysis,	preparation	and	defense	of	construction	claims	including	schedule	impact	
analyses,	cost	impact	analyses,	the	calculation	of	construction	damages,	productivity	
analyses,	time	impact	analyses	and	as‐planned	vs.	as‐built	schedule	analyses.	Richard	is	a	
graduate	from	the	State	University	of	New	York	at	Binghamton.	He	is	a	LEED	AP,	and	
received	a	Planning	and	Scheduling	(PSP)	certification	from	AACE	International.	
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GINA	D.	SHEARER	
	
Gina	Shearer	is	an	Associate	Attorney	at	Strasburger	&	Price	LLP.	She	devotes	her	practice	
primarily	to	construction	and	surety	matters,	with	particular	emphasis	on	bankruptcy,	oil	
and	gas	plugging	and	abandonment	obligations,	payment	and	performance	bond	
obligations,	construction	defect	disputes,	and	enforcing	rights	against	indemnitors.	She	also	
represents	parties	in	complex	commercial	litigation	in	federal	and	state	trial	and	appellate	
courts,	as	well	as	before	tribunals	and	federal	agencies.	
	
Gina	is	a	displaced	Chicagoan	who	found	herself	in	Texas	fifteen	years	ago	for	what	she	
thought	was	a	short	stay	to	complete	her	education.	She	received	a	Bachelor	of	Science	in	
Business	Administration	from	the	University	of	Texas	at	Dallas,	magna	cum	laude,	in	2007,	
and	then	obtained	her	J.D.	from	Southern	Methodist	University	in	2010.	While	in	law	school	
she	studied	at	University	College,	Oxford	during	the	summer	and	was	president	of	the	
Corporate	Law	Association.	She	stumbled	into	the	surety	industry	by	chance,	but	has	
happily	spent	her	whole	career	immersed	in	surety.	Once	she	got	to	know	her	fellow	surety	
industry	professionals	better,	she	felt	compelled	to	join	the	circus	to	maintain	her	sanity.	
She	now	has	a	backup	career	as	an	amateur	aerial	acrobat	and	regularly	performs	silks,	
rope,	contortion,	static	and	duo	trapeze	acts.	
	
	
GREGORY	A.	SMITH	
	
Gregory	H.	Smith	is	a	partner	in	the	Orange	County,	California,	office	of	Booth,	Mitchel	&	
Strange	LLP.		Mr.	Smith's	practice	focuses	on	surety	law	and	business	litigation	matters	in	
state	and	federal	courts.		He	graduated	from	the	University	of	California	Berkeley	in	2003	
with	a	B.A.	in	Political	Science	and	received	his	J.D.	from	Whittier	Law	School	in	
2005.		During	law	school	he	clerked	for	the	Los	Angeles	District	Attorney’s	Office,	Surfrider	
Foundation	and	the	Public	Counsel	Law	Center.		After	law	school	Mr.	Smith	worked	as	an	
Equal	Justice	Works/	AmeriCorps	Attorney	and	later	as	a	Staff	Attorney	at	the	Public	
Counsel	Law	Center	where	his	practice	focused	on	consumer	litigation.		Mr.	Smith	is	a	
member	of	the	State	Bar	of	California	and	resides	in	Laguna	Beach,	California.		
	
	
JAN	D.	SOKOL	
	
Jan	D.	Sokol	is	one	of	the	founders	and	the	Managing	Member	of	Stewart	Sokol	&	Larkin,	
LLC.		He	represents	prime	contractors,	subcontractors,	real	property	managers,	small	
corporations,	sureties	and	fidelity	insurers.	His	practice	includes	advising	and	organizing	
businesses,	as	well	as	the	preparation	of	construction	claims.	He	also	has	an	extensive	
practice	representing	creditors	in	bankruptcy	courts	throughout	the	United	States.	Mr.		
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Sokol	handles	complex	corporate,	commercial,	construction	and	real	property	litigation,	
arbitrations	and	mediations.	
	
Mr.	Sokol	is	a	frequent	speaker	at	the	Western	States	Surety	Conference	and	the	Pearlman	
addressing	wide	ranging	topics	in	the	construction	and	surety	industry.	
	
Oregon	Super	Lawyers	Magazine	listed	Jan	as	one	of	the	top	lawyers	in	the	state	for	the	last	
eleven	consecutive	years	(2006	to	2016).		
	
	
MICHAEL	SUGAR,	III	
	
Michael	Sugar,	III	is	a	consultant	with	Forcon	International,	assisting	Sureties	in	a	wide	
variety	of	Contractor	Default	situations.	He	specializes	in	contracting	issues	and	disputes.	
Additionally,	Michael	assists	with	Property	&	Casualty	investigations	involving	property	
damage	and/or	mechanical	equipment	failures.	Prior	to	joining	Forcon,	Michael	spent	6	
years	as	a	Project	Manager	for	Clark	Construction	Group	(Bethesda,	MD)	specializing	in	
Government	intelligence	facilities.	
	
	
SHASHAUNA	SZCZECHOWICZ	
	
Shashauna	Szczechowicz,	a	partner	at	Wolkin	Curran,	primarily	practices	out	of	Wolkin	
Curran’s	San	Diego	office.		She	specializes	in	representing	surety	clients	in	all	aspects	of	
litigation	involving	surety	bond	claims.	Ms.	Szczechowicz	assists	sureties	with	developing	
cost	effective	strategies	to	minimize	risk	and	loss.		
	
Ms.	Szczechowicz	regularly	represents	surety	clients	in	the	defense	of	complex	
construction	surety	bond	claims.	Her	experience	includes	litigating	public	and	private	
construction	disputes	involving	sureties,	such	as	negotiating	completion	obligations	in	
bond	default	situations,	analyzing	and	defending	against	public	works	wage	claims,	
enforcing	payment	defenses,	securing	collateral,	and	pursuing	indemnity	rights.		
	
Ms.	Szczechowicz	has	significant	experience	with	commercial	bonds	involving	probate	
estates,	trusts,	conservatorships	and	guardianships.	She	has	represented	sureties	
throughout	California	in	a	variety	of	probate	matters,	including	defending	against	
surcharge	actions,	locating	and	securing	assets,	preparing	inventories	and	accountings,	and	
obtaining	orders	discharging	the	bond.	Ms.	Szczechowicz’s	practice	also	includes	
bankruptcy	experience	representing	sureties	in	pursuing	secured	claims,	lifting	the	
automatic	stay	and	protecting	cash	collateral,	and	litigating	adversary	proceedings,	
including	objections	to	debtor’s	discharge.	
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Ms.	Szczechowicz	earned	her	Juris	Doctor	from	Loyola	University	in	New	Orleans,	
Louisiana	in	2003.	At	Loyola,	Ms.	Szczechowicz	was	a	member	of	the	Loyola	Law	Review.	
Ms.	Szczechowicz	completed	her	undergraduate	degrees	at	Florida	State	University,	
earning	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	in	Criminology	and	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	in	
Psychology.	Ms.	Szczechowicz	is	admitted	to	the	California	State	Bar,	all	U.S.	District	Courts	
of	California	and	the	U.S.	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Ninth	Circuit.	
	
	
RODNEY	J.	TOMPKINS,	JR.,	JD	
	
Rodney	J.	Tompkins	Jr.	is	a	managing	partner	and	VP	of	RJT	Construction	Inc.,	Consulting	
Services.		Rodney	has	worked	in	Surety	claims	and	construction	consulting	for	over	14	
years,	and	maintains	RJT’s	focus	on	Surety	claims,	construction	law,	complex	project	and	
surety	loss	mitigation,	case	management,	scheduling,	estimating,	accounting,	litigation,	and	
construction	processes	and	methodology.			
	
Rodney	earned	his	Bachelors	Degree	at	University	of	San	Diego,	and	Post	Graduate	
Construction	Management	Certificate	at	U.C.	Berkley	School	of	Engineering,	as	well	as	his	
J.D.	at	Lincoln	Law	School	of	Sacramento	where	he	was	Editor‐In‐Chief	of	the	Voir	Dire,	and	
won	multiple	awards	in	ADR,	Negotiations,	and	Moot	Court.	
	
He	is	a	member	of	numerous	professional	organizations,	has	presented	on	topics	of	
Construction	and	Project	Management,	Claims,	Electronic	Discovery	and	Books	and	
Records,	and	others.			Rodney	has	served	as	Vice	President	and	President	of	the	Surety	
Claims	Association	of	Los	Angeles,	as	well	as	current	ongoing	leadership	positions	within	
the	Fidelity	Surety	Law	Committee	(FSLC).		He	also	dedicates	his	time	to	his	family	and	
youth	sports	and	serves	on	the	board	of	local	youth	sports	organizations	in	Southern	
California.		
	
	
PATRICK	TOULOUSE	
	
Patrick	Toulouse	is	a	1983	graduate	of	Pomona	College	in	Claremont	California.		He	
subsequently	received	his	Juris	Doctor	from	Cornell	Law	School	in	1986	and	a	Master	of	
Business	Administration	from	the	University	of	Washington	in	1999.		He	is	a	member	of	the	
Washington	State	Bar.	Patrick	joined	Travelers	in	2002	after	16	years	of	private	practice	in	
Seattle	and	is	currently	a	Technical	Director	and	Counsel	in	Travelers	Federal	Way	office.		
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PAUL	VERSAGE	
	
Paul	Versage	is	a	principal	of	Sage	Associates	from	2002	to	the	present.		He	holds	
construction	licenses	in	Arizona,	California,	and	Nevada.		Mr.	Versage	has	over	thirty	years	
of	experience	in	the	construction	industry,	providing	services	as	a	general	contractor,	
Construction	Manager,	Owner’s	Representative,	and	consultant.		He	has	extensive	
experience	in	project	management,	estimating,	scheduling,	claims	analysis,	and	defaulted	
contract	completion.		As	a	member	of	Sage	associates,	Mr.	Versage	is	actively	involved	in	
Surety	matters,	construction	investigations,	claims	analysis,	and	litigation	support	for	a	
variety	of	residential,	commercial,	and	engineering	projects.		His	role	typically	includes	
defect	investigation	and	analysis,	evaluation	of	contractor/subcontractor	performances,	
contract	evaluations,	project	cost	analysis,	preparation	of	cost	to	complete/repair	
estimates,	affirmative	claims	preparation,	and	contract	completion	methodology.		He	is	
especially	adept	at	rapid	assessment	and	evaluation	of	troubled	projects,	quickly	assessing	
exposure	and	formulating	solutions	to	meet	all	parties’	obligations	while	minimizing	risk.		
His	project	management	experience,	as	well	as	estimating	and	scheduling	skills,	provide	
the	necessary	tools	to	“jump	into	the	fray”	and	lead	the	parties	to	resolution.			
	
	
THOMAS	K.	WINDUS,	ESQ.	
	
Tom	Windus	is	in	the	Seattle	office	of	Watt	Tieder,	practicing	primarily	in	the	area	of	surety	
and	construction	law.	Tom	has	represented	surety	and	construction	clients	for	over	thirty	
years	in	a	variety	of	disputes	involving	litigation	in	both	state	and	federal	courts.	Tom	has	
extensive	experience	in	in	state	and	federal	courts	involving	trials	as	well	as	arbitration	and	
mediation.	Tom’s	undergraduate	accounting	degree	gives	his	the	ability	help	clients	in	the	
analysis	of	claims	involving	breach	of	contract,	payment	disputes,	delay	and	disruption,	
labor	productivity,	contract	interpretation	and	differing	site	conditions.	Tom’s	practice	has	
also	involved	representing	commercial	and	surety	clients	in	bankruptcy	proceedings.	
	
	
GENE	F.	ZIPPERLE	JR.	
	
Gene	F.	Zipperle	Jr.,	is	a	partner	of	the	Louisville,	Kentucky,	office	of	the	law	firm	of	Ward,	
Hocker	&	Thornton,	PLLC.		He	is	admitted	to	practice	in	the	state	and	federal	courts	in	
Kentucky	and	Indiana,	and	federal	court	in	Ohio,	North	Carolina	and	Florida.		He	represents	
contract	sureties	in	matters	involving	bid,	payment	and	performance	bond	claims	and	
litigation,	as	well	as	protecting	and	prosecuting	of	the	surety’s	indemnity	rights.		Gene	also	
represents	sureties	and	insurers	in	other	business	and	commercial	contexts,	including	
fidelity	bond	and	coverage	issues,	estate	and	probate	matters,	as	well	as	miscellaneous	
bond	matters,	particularly	transportation	related	bonds.			
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Sustaining	Members 

 

	
	
	

	
	
Alber	Frank,	PSC	is	a	regional	surety,	fidelity	and	construction	law	firm	that	is	the	product	
of	relationships	forged	by	years	of	trust	and	confidence	between	its	attorneys	and	clients.		
To	effectively	serve	the	interests	of	our	clients	in	matters	of	surety	and	fidelity	law,	
construction	law,	insurance	law,	commercial	law,	bankruptcy	law,	and	probate	law,	our	
attorneys	hold	licenses	to	practice	in	Arkansas,	Indiana,	Kentucky,	Michigan	and	Ohio.		
Furthermore,	by	partnering	with	local	counsel,	we	have	been	able	to	expand	our	
geographic	boundaries	to	represent	our	clients	in	Alabama,	Colorado,	Florida	Minnesota,	
North	Carolina,	Pennsylvania,	South	Carolina,	Tennessee,	Texas,	Virginia,	West	Virginia	
and	Washington	D.C.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.alberfrank.com.	
	

	
	
Benchmark	Consulting	Services,	LLC	is	a	full	service	construction	consulting	firm	serving	
the	Western	United	States	from	offices	in	Irvine,	California,	Las	Vegas,	Nevada	and	Phoenix,	
Arizona.	
	
Benchmark’s	 staff		of		construction	 industry	 experts	 consult	 our		clients	 in		the		areas		of		
surety,	 construction	 defect	litigation,		 property		 and			casualty		 evaluations,		 construction		
claims,		 scheduling,		 construction		 litigation		 support,	construction	monitoring/fund	
control,	project	management	and	quality	assurance	services.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.benchmark‐consulting.com.	
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Bierhalter & Associates 

	
	
Berkeley	Research	Group	offers	professional	experience	and	competence	in	fact‐finding,	
claims/dispute	analysis,	and	litigation	support,	along	with	technical	expertise	in	
engineering,	architecture,	construction	management,	public	contracting,	specifications	
and	technical	document	development,	schedule	development	and	analysis,	cost	analysis,	
negotiations,	and	expert	witness	testimony.	Our	multidisciplinary	team	has	a	strong	
foundation	in	project	management,	scheduling,	and	accounting	combined	with	deep	
industry	experience.	
	
BRG	has	worked	extensively	with	our	clients	and	their	outside	counsel	to	assess	the	
allegations	and	facts	at	issue	and	develop	sophisticated	but	efficient	solutions.	
	
Our	experts	are	experienced	in	litigation	and	domestic	and	international	arbitration,	and	
include	Professional	Engineers,	Project	Management	Professionals,	AACE	Certified	
Planning	&	Scheduling	Professionals,	Certified	Public	Accountants,	Certified	Fraud	
Examiners,	forensic	accountants,	and	industry	leaders.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.brg‐expert.com.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Bierhalter	&	Associates	was	formed	in	November	1999.		It	 is	a	surety	consulting	firm	
located	in	the	Houston,	Texas	area.		We	specialize	in	construction	claims	investigation	and	
analysis.		We	also	provide	claims	management	and	construction	management	to	our	
clients.		I	have	been	involved	in	surety	consulting	since	1984.		My	team	has	over	40	
additional	years	of	experience	in	surety	claims.	
	

Please	visit	our	website	at	www.bierhalterconsulting.com.	
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Since	1955,	Booth,	Mitchel	&	Strange	LLP	has	provided	exemplary	legal	service	to	
businesses	and	individuals	throughout	California.	With	offices	 in	Los	Angeles,	Orange	
County	and	San	Diego,	we	are	positioned	to	efficiently	handle	litigation	and	transactions	
throughout	Southern	California.	In	addition,	over	half	of	the	firm’s	practicing	lawyers	are	
partners	who	have	a	personal	stake	in	the	quality	of	our	work,	the	satisfaction	of	our	
clients	in	the	results	obtained	and	in	the	professionalism	with	which	we	represent	them.	
	
Rated	AV	by	Martindale‐Hubbell,	Booth,	Mitchel	&	Strange	LLP	handles	private	and	
commercial	lawsuits	and	arbitrations	involving	tort,	contract,	environmental,	construction,	
surety,	commercial,	employment,	professional	liability,	landlord‐tenant	and	real	estate	
disputes.	We	represent	both	plaintiffs	and	defendants	and	have	thereby	developed	a	breath	
of	insight	that	facilitates	prompt	and	accurate	analysis	of	our	client’s	problem	and	an	
ability	to	obtain	the	most	favorable	resolution	in	the	most	efficient	and	cost	effective	way.	
We	are	also	available	to	consult	in	the	areas	of	commercial	and	construction	contracting,	
real	estate	transactions,	leasing,	surety	and	employment.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.boothmitchel.com.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	
	

 

Bronster	Fujichaku	Robbins	is	recognized	as	one	of	the	premier	trial	law	firms	in	Hawaii,	
handling	cases	on	all	of	the	islands.		We	are	an	experienced	litigation	firm	with	an	
established	track	record	of	successful	settlements,	work	outs,	and	trial	verdicts	in	a	wide	
variety	of	complex	litigation,	arbitrations	and	mediations.		Our	firm	is	strongly	committed	
to	serving	the	community	through	significant	public	and	private	pro	bono	work.		Our	
philosophy	is	to	obtain	the	best	results	possible	for	our	clients	through	aggressive	
advocacy	and	efficient	management	practices.		

Our	areas	of	practice	include	commercial,	business,	surety	and	real	property	litigation;	
consumer	protection	law	involving	financial	fraud,	unfair	or	deceptive	business	practices;	
antitrust	and	competition	law;	litigation	and	advice	to	trustees	and	trust	beneficiaries,	
including	claims	of	breach	of	fiduciary	duties;	regulatory	and	administrative	law	before	
state	and	county	agencies;	environmental	litigation;	civil	rights	employment	cases	
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including	discrimination,	harassment,	and	wrongful	discharge;	and	arbitration,	mediation	
and	other	dispute	resolution	services.	

Please	visit	our	website	at	www.bfrhawaii.com.		

	
	

	
	

Cashin	Spinelli	&	Ferretti,	LLC	is	a	multi‐disciplinary	firm	providing	consulting	and	
construction	management	services	to	the	Surety	and	construction	industries.	The	
Principals	of	Cashin	Spinelli	&	Ferretti	have	more	than	70	years	of	experience	in	providing	
expert	advice	and	analysis	to	the	nation’s	leading	Surety	companies.	Drawing	on	the	
expertise	of	its	 staff	of	Professional	Engineers,	Architects,	Attorneys,	Certified	Public	
Accountants,	Field	 Inspectors	and	 Claims	experts,	Cashin	Spinelli	&	Ferretti	is	well	poised	
to	offer	Surety	consulting	and	litigation	support	services	to	the	industry.	
	
Operating	from	offices	in:	Hauppauge,	New	York	(Long	Island);	Horsham,	Pennsylvania	
(Philadelphia	area);	Farmington,	Connecticut	(Hartford	area);	Libertyville,	Illinois	(Chicago	
area);	and	Miami,	Florida;	Cashin	Spinelli	&	Ferretti	provides	its	services	to	all	areas	of	the	
United	States.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.csfllc.com.	
	

	

	
	
	
Chiesa	Shahinian	&	Giantomasi	PC,	with	offices	in	New	York,	NY,	West	Orange,	NJ	and	
Trenton,	NJ,	is	committed	to	teaming	with	our	clients	to	achieve	their	objectives	in	an	
increasingly	complex	business	environment.	This	goal	is	as	important	to	us	today	as	it	was	
when	our	firm	was	founded	in	1972.	
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Over	the	past	four	decades,	CSG	has	expanded	from	eight	to	more	than	130	members	and	
associates,	all	of	whom	are	dedicated	to	the	legal	profession	and	to	the	clients	they	serve.	
As	our	firm	has	grown,	we	have	steadfastly	maintained	our	commitment	to	excellence,	
offering	businesses	and	individuals	comprehensive	legal	representation	in	a	cost‐effective,	
efficient	manner.	
		
Our	firm	provides	the	high	level	of	service	found	in	the	largest	firms	while	fostering	the	
type	of	personal	relationships	with	the	firm’s	clients	often	characteristic	of	small	firms.	We	
take	pride	in	our	reputation	for	excellence	in	all	our	areas	of	practice,	including		banking,		
bankruptcy		&		creditors’		rights,	construction,		corporate		&		securities,		employment,	
environmental		law,		ERISA		&		employee		benefits,		fidelity		&		surety,	government	&	
regulatory		affairs,		health		law,	intellectual		property,	internal		investigations	&		
monitoring,		litigation,	media		&		technology,		private		equity,		product	liability	&	toxic	tort,	
public	finance,	real	estate,	renewable	energy	&	sustainability,	tax,	trusts	&	estates,	and	
white	collar	criminal	investigations.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at www.csglaw.com.	
 

	

	
	
Dan		Clark,		CPA,		CFF,		CGMA		has		over		32		years		of		construction		industry		experience		in			
providing		integrated	construction	services	to	the	construction	industry.	Clients	include	
general	contractors,	subcontractors,	architects,	sureties,	developers,	banks,	equity	
investors,	private	and	public	owners.		Mr.	Clark	provides	litigation	support	for	
construction	disputes,	including	claim	preparation,	claim	analysis,	schedule	analysis	and	
expert	witness	testimony	both	domestically	and	internationally.		
	

	

	
Coats	Rose	has	one	of	the	largest	and	most	accomplished	construction	and	surety	practice	
groups	in	the	Southwest.	 Our	lawyers	are	regularly	entrusted	by	sureties,	owners,	
contractors	and	design	professionals	to	handle	some	of	the	largest	and	most	significant	
commercial	and	industrial	matters	in	the	United	States	and	abroad.	
	
We	also	assist	the	surety	industry	providing	underwriting	and	claim	advice	for	a	wide	
range	of	surety	products.		We	can	staff	projects	from	“trees	to	keys”	–	meaning	we	work	on	
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developments	from	inception	to	turnover	and	beyond.		Our	capabilities	include	not	only	
the	construction	and	surety	industries,	but	also	commercial	litigation	of	all	types,	public	
finance,	real	estate/land	use/government	affairs,	banking,	affordable	housing,	insurance,	
labor	and	employment	and	governmental	relations.	
	
For	over	25	years,	the	attorneys	at	Coats	Rose	have	been	cultivating	long	term	client	
relationships	and	helping	clients	to	achieve	their	business	aims.	The	vast	majority	of	our	
business	has	derived	from	these	longstanding	client	relationships.	We	treasure	this	fact	
and	continue	to	make	our	clients’	goals	our	purpose.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.coatsrose.com.		
	
	

	

	

	

The	Ernstrom	&	Dreste,	LLP	 law	firm	 is	 proud	 to	 focus	 its	 practice	on	 the	 surety	and	
construction	industries.	Our	experience	and	 in‐depth	knowledge	of	surety	and	
construction	law	is	recognized	locally,	across	New	York	State	and	even	nationally.	We	
serve	clients	across	the	country	and	around	the	globe.	We	are	more	than	just	a	law	firm;	
our	industry	knowledge	helps	us	understand	what	is	important	to	our	clients.	As	leaders	in	
surety	and	construction	law,	we	are	a	team	of	accomplished	professionals	who	understand	
the	nature	of	both	industries	and	the	forces	which	shape	those	industries.	Because	the	
industries	we	serve	are	intertwined,	our	understanding	of	the	surety	industry	means	we	
can	better	serve	our	construction	clients,	and	our	knowledge	of	the	construction	industry	
means	we	can	better	serve	our	surety	clients.	We	go	the	extra	mile	to	make	sure	our	clients	
are	satisfied	with	the	legal	services	we	provide.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.ed‐llp.com.		
	

 

 
Fasano	Acchione	&	Associates	provides	consulting	services	for	a	variety	of	clients	in	the	
construction	and	surety	industries.	The	individuals	at	Fasano	Acchione	&	Associates	are	
accomplished	professionals	with	expertise	in	surety,	construction,	engineering,	project	
management,	and	dispute	resolution	including	litigation	support.	
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FA&A	maintains	offices	in	New	York,	NY,	Philadelphia,	PA,	Mount	Laurel,	NJ,	Seattle,	WA,	
and	Baltimore,	MD.		If	you	would	like	more	information,	please	contact	Vince	Fasano	at	
(856)	273‐0777	or	Tom	Acchione	at	(212)	244‐9588.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.fasanoacchione.com.	
	

	
	
Forcon	International	is	a	multi‐dimensional	consulting	and	outsourcing	firm	that	has	
provided	services	to	the	surety,	fidelity,	insurance	and	construction	services	industry	for	
more	than	twenty‐nine	years.			Our	surety	and	construction	services	include	books	and	
records	review,	claim	analysis,	third	party	claims	administration	for	sureties,	bid	
procurement,	estimating,	project	administration,	scheduling	and	funds	control.		We	are	
able	to	offer	these	broad	ranges	of	services	because	FORCON	is	composed	of	senior	claim	
management	professionals,	accountants,	professional	engineers	and	construction	
management	executives.		 Forcon	has	acted	as	 third	party	administrator	dealing	with	
bond	claims	and	runoff	services	since	 its	 inception.		 The	 firm	operates	from	six	 (6)	
offices	 located	 throughout	the	United	States	[FL,	GA,	MI,	MD,	PA,	VA].	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.forcon.com.		
	

 

 
	

Global	Construction	Services,	Inc.,	located	in	Redmond,	Washington,	has	provided	project	
management,	claims	consulting	services	and	surety	loss	consulting	to	virtually	the	entire	
spectrum	of	the	construction	industry	since	1972.	Our	construction	experts	have	assisted	
owners	and	contractors	alike	with	the	preparation	and	updating	of	project	schedules,	
change	order	pricing	and	negotiation,	and	time	extension	calculations.	We	have	prepared	
and/or	defended	claims	on	behalf	of	general	contractors,	subcontractors,	sureties,	public	
owners,	private	owners,	architects	and	engineers.	We	 have	 extensive	experience	
providing	expert	 testimony	at	 deposition,	arbitration	and	 trial.	 We	 have	deftly	handled	
surety	losses	through	all	phases	of	project	completion	as	well	as	the	resolution	of	related	
claims	both	asserted	by	and	defended	by	the	surety.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.consultgcsi.com.		
	

Global Construction Services, Inc. 
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Guardian	Group,	Inc.	is	a	full‐service	consulting	firm	with	offices	nationwide	specializing	in	
surety	claims,	property	and	casualty	claims,	construction	management	and	claims,	
construction	defect	claims,	fidelity	claims,	construction	risk	management,	expert	
witnessing	and	litigation	support.	
	
When	you	need	expert	construction	and	surety	claims	support,	our	distinguished	
twenty‐five	year	track	record	yields	confidence,	unprecedented	efficiency	and	results.	
	
Guardian’s	management	and	staff	consists	of	a	unique	combination	of	highly	qualified	
engineers,	architects,	schedulers,	project	estimators,	accountants,	claims	personnel	and	
other	professionals	with	expertise	in	all	types	of	construction	and	surety	bond	claims.	This	
knowledge,	together	with	fully	automated	systems,	provides	our	clients	with	expedient	and	
cost	effective	claims	resolutions.	
	
Call	on	the	one	company	engineered	to	exceed	your	expectations.	Please	learn	more	about	
Guardian	Group,	Inc.’s	successful	approach	to	consulting	by	visiting	our	website	at	
www.guardiangroup.com.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Founded	in	1979,	JAMS	is	the	largest	private	provider	of	mediation	and	arbitration	services	
worldwide.	 With	 Resolution	 Centers	 nationwide	 and	 abroad,	 JAMS	 and	 its	 nearly	 300	
exclusive	neutrals	are	 responsible	for	 resolving	thousands	of	the	world’s	important	cases.	
JAMS	may	be	reached	at	800‐352‐5267.	
	
JAMS	neutrals	are	 responsible	 for	 resolving	a	 wide	array	of	disputes	 in	 the	 construction	
industry,	 including	matters	involving	breach		of		contract,		defect,	cost		overrun,		delay,		
disruption,		acceleration,		insurance		coverage,		surety,		and	engineering	and	design	issues.		
The	JAMS	Global	Engineering	and	Construction	Group	consists	of	neutrals	who	serve	the	
industry	through	traditional	ADR	options	such	as	mediation	and	arbitration,	and	through	
several	innovative	approaches	to	ADR	such	as	Rapid	Resolution,	Initial	Decision	Maker,	
and	Project	Neutral	functions.		Further,	JAMS	neutrals	understand	the	complexity	of	
project	financing	and	the	demands	of	large	infrastructure	and	other	mega‐projects	and	are	
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uniquely	qualified	to	serve	on	Dispute	Review	Boards	and	other	institutional	approaches	to	
conflict	resolution.		Please	visit	our	website	at	www.jamsadr.com.		
	
	

	
	
The	surety,	construction,	and	litigation	firm	of	Jennings,	Haug	&	Cunningham,	LLP	delivers	
effective	courtroom	representation,	 capable		legal		advice,		and		superior		personal		service		
to		our		clients		in		the		construction	 and		surety	industries.		Our	experienced	lawyers	
provide	representation	in	a	 broad	array	of	practice	areas	 including	construction	law,	
surety/fidelity	law,	bankruptcy,	Indian	law,	business	law,	and	insurance	defense.	
	
What	distinguishes	our	Firm	 is	 the	quality	of	 service	and	 the	 consistent	 follow‐through	
clients	can	expect	 from	our	attorneys	and	 staff.		We	pride	ourselves	 in	providing	timely,	
effective,	and	efficient	 legal	 services	 to	 our	surety	and	contractor	clients.	
	
The	firm	serves	businesses	and	individual	clients	throughout	the	state	of	Arizona,	and	we	
can	accept	cases	in	the	southwest	United	States,	California,	New	Mexico,	Nevada	and	in	
select	bankruptcy	actions	nationwide.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.jhc‐law.com.		
	
	
	
	

	
	

	

Founded	in	Phoenix,	Arizona	in	1942,	Jennings	Strouss	is	a	dynamic	law	firm	with	the	
talent	and	insight	to	address	a	wide	range	of	business	legal	issues.	With	law	offices	in	
Phoenix,	Peoria	and	Yuma,	Arizona,	and	Washington,	D.C.,	the	firm	leverages	its	resources	
regionally	and	nationally.	
	
Our	litigation	department	stands	as	one	of	the	most	respected	in	the	Southwest,	with	a	
proven	track	record	of	trial	victories	and	successful	outcomes	for	clients.	The	transactional	
department	handles	an	array	of	business	legal	matters,	from	the	negotiation	and	closing	of	
complex	transactions	to	providing	counsel	on	common	legal	questions.	
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One	of	the	many	benefits	of	a	relationship	with	Jennings	Strouss	is	our	pragmatic	and	
results‐oriented	legal	advice	coupled	with	a	healthy,	well‐managed	and	friendly	
relationship	with	our	attorneys.	In	fact,	several	of	our	key	clients	have	been	with	us	for	30+	
years.	We	feel	privileged	to	enjoy	lasting	relationships	with	them,	which	we	take	as	a	
testament	to	their	confidence	in	and	comfort	with	us.	
	
We	believe	that	to	offer	excellent	advice	and	service,	we	need	to	understand	our	clients,	as	
well	as	their	business.	Excellent	service	also	means	taking	a	long‐term	view	and	investing	
in	relationships	with	clients	as	well	as	in	our	own	people,	processes,	and	services.	No	
client	service	could	be	better	than	that	given	by	a	united	firm,	which	values	collaboration	
and	teamwork.	We	believe	everyone	at	the	firm	can	make	a	difference	in	serving	all	of	our	
clients.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.jsslaw.com.		
	

	
J.S.	Held	is	a	leading	consulting	firm	specializing	in	construction	consulting,	property	
damage	assessment,	surety	services,	project	and	program	management,	and	
environmental,	health	&	safety	services.		Our	organization	is	built	upon	three	fundamental	
pillars:	to	provide	high	quality	technical	expertise;	to	deliver	an	unparalleled	client	
experience;	and	to	be	a	catalyst	for	change	in	our	industry.	Our	commitment	to	these	pillars	
positions	us	as	a	leading	global	consulting	firm,	respected	for	our	exceptional	success	
addressing	complex	construction	and	environmental	matters	in	the	world.		Our	team	is	a	
group	of	multi‐talented	professionals,	bringing	together	years	of	technical	field	experience	
among	all	facets	of	projects	including	commercial,	industrial,	high	rise,	special	structures,	
governmental,	residential,	and	infrastructure.	Our	uncompromising	commitment	to	our	
clients	ensures	our	position	as	one	of	the	most	prominent	consulting	firms	in	our	industry.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.jsheld.com.	
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	
	

	

Koeller,	Nebeker,	Carlson,	Haluck,	LLP	(KNCH)	prides	itself	in	its	handling	of	complex	
litigation	matters.	Our	broad	spectrum	of	practice	areas	includes	litigation	defense,	
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business	law,	employment	law,	insurance	coverage	and	bad	faith,	environmental	law,	and	
most	types	of	general	practice	areas.	Our	clients	range	from	small	business	owners	and	
their	insurance	companies;	to	mid‐sized	commercial	contractors,	landlords	and	tenants;	to	
large	nationwide	homebuilders	and	commercial	builders.	

Over	the	30	years	of	our	existence,	we	have	also	become	a	recognized	authority	in	all	areas	
of	construction	litigation	and	transactions,	with	a	particular	specialty	in	representing	
builders,	developers	and	general	contractors.	From	real	estate	acquisition,	development	
and	financing,	to	construction	and	business	litigation	for	both	residential	and	commercial	
projects,	our	breadth	of	experience	and	geographical	coverage	ensures	that	our	clients'	
personal	business	and	financial	concerns	are	being	represented	every	step	of	the	way.	

As	a	direct	result	of	the	faithful	support	of	our	clients	and	the	dedicated	service	of	our	
attorneys	and	staff,	the	firm	has	grown	to	over	80	attorneys,	200	employees,	with	offices	in	
Irvine,	San	Diego,	Sacramento,	Las	Vegas,	Phoenix,	Orlando	and	Austin.	Indeed,	since	its	
inception	in	1986,	KNCH	has	formed	a	dynamic	presence	throughout	the	states	of	
California,	Arizona,	Nevada	and	Florida	and	has	recently	extended	its	reach	into	Texas.	We	
look	forward	to	developing	new	client	relationships	while	continuing	to	excel	at	serving	the	
needs	of	existing	clients	by	achieving	the	highest	level	of	excellence.	

Dedicated	to	service,	and	driving	ahead	with	integrity	and	courage,	we	are	the	law	firm	you	
want	on	your	side.	www.knchlaw.com	
	

	
	
Established	 in	 1874,	 Kerr,	 Russell	 and	 Weber,	 PLC	 has	 evolved	 from	 a		small	 practice	
in	 Detroit	 into	 a		firm	 of	committed,	resourceful	and	respected	lawyers	with	many	talents	
and	specialties.			Our	areas	of	practice	include	fidelity	and	surety.	 Kerr	Russell	represents	
sureties	in	a	wide	range	of	matters,	including	the	handling	of	defaults;	claims	against	
performance	bonds,	payment	bonds,	probate	bonds	and	other	commercial	bond	forms;	
performance	takeovers,	tenders	and	subcontract	ratifications;	pursuit	of	indemnification;	
and	all	aspects	of	litigation.		Our	attorneys	also	include	those	whose	 specialties	 afford	 our	
surety	practice	 access	 to	 a	 wide	 array	of	 disciplines	which	are	 often	 beneficial	 to	 our	
services	for	surety	clients,	including	corporate,	tax,	real	estate,	bankruptcy,	and	
employment	practices.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.kerr‐russell.com.	
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The	nationally	recognized	attorneys	of	Krebs	Farley,	PLLC	have	 litigated	cases	all	over	
the	United	States.	Our	attorneys’	skills	show	not	only	in	the	courtroom,	but	also	in	
negotiation.	The	personal	commitment	and	dedicated	effort	that	our	attorneys	put	forth	
make	a	difference	in	every	case	we	handle.	We	are	smart,	pragmatic	and	diligent.	And	we	
are	dedicated	to	creatively	pursuing	the	best	solutions	for	our	clients.	
	
We	understand	the	importance	of	prompt,	correct,	and	concise	responses;	foreseeing	and	
accounting	for	future	contingencies	in	contract	drafting;	resolving	disputes	that	can	be	
amicably	resolved;	and	positioning	those	matters	that	cannot	 be	 settled	 for	 a	 successful	
outcome	 in	 litigation.	We	 do	 this	 while	 remaining	 cognizant	 that	 litigation	often	impacts	
business	 considerations	beyond	 the	 case	 at	 hand.	 We	 also	 work	 closely	with	our	 clients	
in	 developing	and	operating	within	a	litigation	budget.	Whether	it	be	in	negotiation,	in	
mediation,	in	arbitration,	in	trial	or	on	appeal,	the	attorneys	at	Krebs	Farley,	PLLC	seek	
pragmatic	solutions	for	our	clients.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.kfplaw.com.		

	
	

	
	
Langley,	LLP	is	a	Texas	civil	trial,	commercial	bankruptcy,	and	appellate	firm	that	
represents	Fortune	500	and	middle‐	market	industry	leaders	in	disputes	throughout	the	
United	States.		Our	firm	is	made	up	of	ambitious	and	smart	lawyers	who	demonstrate	
passion	and	zeal	in	representation	of	the	firm’s	clients.	 We	help	our	clients	solve	their	legal	
challenges	through	aggressive	negotiation	or	litigation.		Our	areas	of	specialty	include	
surety	and	construction,	property	insurance	claims,	commercial	litigation,	and	commercial	
bankruptcy.	
	
Our	attorneys	try	cases,	handle	arbitrations,	litigate,	negotiate,	analyze,	and	communicate.	
At	the	heart	of	the	matter,	for	us	 it	 is	 all	 about	 understanding	our	 clients’	business	and	
keeping	our	 clients	 informed.		We	 are	 strong	believers	 in	creating	a	plan	for	each	matter	
designed	to	arrive	at	an	efficient	and	effective	resolution.	 Most	cases	in	the	United	States	
settle,	as	do	most	of	ours.		When	a	case	must	be	tried,	our	trial	lawyers	relish	the	
opportunity	–	whether	it	is	a	two	day	trial	to	the	bench	or	a	sixteen	week	jury	trial.		
Whether	the	amount	in	controversy	is	hundreds	of	millions	of	dollars	or	a	small	sum,	our	
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experience,	communication	skills,	and	use	of	cutting	edge	technology	position	us	to	
achieve	the	winning	result.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.l‐llp.com.		
	
	

	
The	Law	Office	of	Charles	G.	Evans	has	represented	sureties	in	the	last	frontier	of	Alaska	for	
more	 than	 forty	 years.	 From	 rebids	 and	 completion	 of	 defaulted	 contracts	 in	 remote	
locations,	 to	 bonded	 but	 busted	 roads,	 schools,	 hospitals,	 and	 dams,	 we	 solve	 problems	
with	 local	 knowledge	 and	 expertise.	 We	 know	 the	 environment.	 Our	 firm	 has	 a	 proven	
track	record	of	 limiting	surety	exposure	and	quickly	capturing	repayment	 for	our	clients.	
We	 combine	 personal	 service	 with	 innovative	 tech	 solutions	 and	 big	 firm	 capabilities	 to	
achieve	results	anywhere	in	Alaska.	

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

 

Law Offices of John L. Fallat 
	
Our	firm	has	been	representing	fidelity	and	surety	companies	for	over	20	years.		We	focus	
on	problem	solving,	always	attempting	to	resolve	conflicts	efficiently	in	a	good‐faith	effort	
to	avoid	expensive,	protracted	litigation.		However,	we	are	 certainly	prepared	 to	 defend	
claims	 through	 the	 entire	 judicial	process,	 including	appeals.		The	 size	 of	 our	 firm	
enables	us	to	give	personal	attention	to	our	clients’	needs.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.fallat.com.		
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MDD	is	a	world‐class	forensic	accounting	firm	that	specializes	in	economic	damage	
quantification	assessments.		We	have	deep	rooted	and	comprehensive	expertise	in	matters	
related	to	the	surety	and	construction	industry.	

Our	experts	speak	over	30	languages	and	we	have	42	offices	on	4	continents.		Our	work	
spans	more	than	130	countries	and	800	industries,	and	we	frequently	work	with	law	firms,	
government	entities,	multi‐national	corporations,	small	businesses,	insurance	companies	
and	independent	adjustment	firms.	

For	more	information	please	contact	David	Stryjewski	or	Peter	Fascia	at	215.238.1919	or	
visit	us	at	mdd.com.	
	

	

	
	
Manier	&	Herod,	P.C.	is	located	in	Nashville,	Tennessee	and	provides	representation,	
counsel,	and	advocacy	on	behalf	of	sureties	and	fidelity	insurers	throughout	the	United	
States.		Manier	&	Herod’s	attorneys	are	actively	involved	in	the	Fidelity	and	 Surety	
Committee	of	 the	 American	Bar	 Association	 (ABA)	and	frequently	address	 the	 ABA	 and	
other	professional	organizations	on	topics	relevant	to	the	fidelity	and	surety	industries.		
Manier	&	Herod	represents	fidelity	insurers	and	sureties	in	underwriting,	pre‐claim	
workouts,	coverage	analysis	and	litigation,	contractor	defaults	including	performance	
bond	and	payment	bond	 claims,	 contractor	bankruptcies,	surety	 litigation,	 indemnity	
actions,	 and	 other	matters	and	forums.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.manierherod.com.		
	

	 	 	 	 	

PCA	 Consulting	Group	 was	 formed	 in	 January	1989	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	 providing	 the	
surety,	 insurance,	 legal	 and	financial	industries	with	cost	effective	technical	services.		
With	over	80	years	of	aggregate	experience,	the	construction	and	engineering	
professionals	of	the	PCA	Consulting	Group	have	served	the	surety	and	insurance	
industries	throughout	the	majority	of	the	continental	United	States	and	have	been	
involved	in	matters	requiring	knowledge	of	every	construction	specialty.	
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PCA	has	adapted	its	experience	and	systems	to	meet	the	Surety’s	requirements.		From	
evaluating	the	status	and	cost‐to‐	complete	projection	for	an	 individual	project,	 to	
analyzing	the	 fiscal	and	operating	point‐in‐time	cash	position	of	an	entire	 construction	
company,	PCA	 has	developed	 the	 systems,	 acquired	 the	 expertise,	 and	 retained	 the	
personnel	 to	provide	results	in	a	timely	and	cost	effective	manner.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.pcacg.com.		
	
	
	
	
	

	
For	over	30	years,	RJT	Construction,	Inc.	has	been	dedicated	to	providing	exceptional	
quality,	experience,	and	professional	services	to	the	construction,	surety,	and	legal	
industries.		RJT	 operates	as	 a	 full	 service	consulting	 firm	specializing	 in	 construction,	
surety,	 and	 related	 claims	and	 litigation.	RJT’s	typical	services	include:	surety	claims	
investigation	and	default	analysis,	completion	obligations	and	oversight	on	behalf	of	
surety,	reporting,	monitoring,	payment	bond	analysis,	claims	preparation,	claims	analysis	
including	support	and	defense,	construction	defect	claims	and	litigation	support,	forensic	
investigation,	scheduling	analysis,	and	expert	designation	and	testimony.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.rjtconstruction.com.	
	

	
	
Through	a	broad	range	of	services,	Roberts,	Taylor	&	Sensabaugh	assists	its	clients	in	
minimizing	the	inherent	risks	in	the	construction	process.		 We	approach	each	task	of	
surety	and	fidelity	consulting,	project	and	program	management,	construction	oversight,	
construction	claims	services,	and	litigation	support	with	the	highest	level	of	quality,	detail,	
and	professionalism.		The	education,	experience,	analytical	and	accounting	skills	of	our	
staff	provide	the	expertise	to	deal	with	complex	construction	issues.	
	
RTS	and	its	staff	are	dedicated	to	investigative	excellence.		 Providing	services	worldwide,	
we	endeavor	to	provide	exceptional	services	to	our	clients	with	honesty	and	integrity.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.roberts‐taylor.com.		
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Robinson+Cole	is	an	Am	Law	200	firm	serving	regional,	national,	and	international	clients	
from	nine	offices	throughout	the		Northeast,		Florida,		and		California.		Our	200‐plus	
lawyers	and	other	professionals	provide	legal	solutions	to	businesses,	from	start‐ups	to	
Fortune	100	companies	and	from	nonprofits	and	educational	institutions	to	municipalities	
and	state	government.	
	
Through	an	understanding	of	our	clients’	industry,	the	nature	and	structure	of	their	
business,	their	level	of	risk	tolerance,	and	their	budget	considerations,	we	tailor	our	legal	
strategy	to	align	with	their	overall	business	needs.	Where	appropriate,	alternative	 billing		
arrangements	 are		made		to		provide		clients		with		a		greater		degree		of		certainty	 about		
their		legal	costs.	Robinson+Cole’s	varied	practice	areas	include	construction	and	surety;	
insurance	and	business	litigation;	land	use,	environmental	and	real	estate;	labor,	
employment	and	benefits;	tax;	and	intellectual	property	and	technology.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.rc.com.		
	

	

	
	

Sage	Associates	is	very	pleased	to	be	among	the	sponsoring	firms	of	Pearlman.		We	have	
provided	high	quality,	high	value	consulting	services	in	the	surety	industry,	as	well	as	
construction,	banking,	and	insurance	industries,	for	more	than	30	years	and	our	contacts	
within	the	construction	community	and	with	attorneys	and	mediators	within	the	
construction	field	is	unmatched	in	the	western	United	States.	
	
The	firm’s	employees	and	associates	offer	a	broad	mix	of	expertise	and	skills.			Surety	
claims	work	is	facilitated	by	knowledge,	patience,	focus,	and	relationships.		We	focus	on	our	
client’s	business	and	objectives,	working	hard	to	assist	sureties	“deliver	on	the	promise”	
and	resolve	claims.		Cost	to	benefit	is	always	a	paramount	consideration	at	Sage	Associates	
as	is	a	long	term	focus	both	in	the	assignment	and	with	our	relationship	with	our	clients.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.sage‐associates.com.		
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Sage	Consulting	Group	provides	consulting	and	expert	witness	services	to	the	surety	and	
construction	industry	on	projects	throughout	the	United	States	and	Canada.		Our	expertise	
is	focused	on	the	heart	of	construction	projects:	time	and	money.		 The	background	of	the	
Sage	Team	makes	rapid	and	precise	evaluation	of	costs	to	complete	and	project	status	
possible.		Sage’s	extensive	background	in	construction	claims	and	litigation	is	an	asset	
when	reviewing	actual	or	potential	defaults	 since	 troubled	projects	often	have	 significant	
construction	disputes.			Favorable	resolution	of	 those	disputes	can	be	a	significant	source	
of	salvage	and	reduce	losses.		Construction	disputes	arise	out	of	the	need	by	one	of	the	
parties	to	recover	monetary	damages.		 Sage	focuses	on	first	the	areas	of	damage	and	
then	focuses	on	causation	to	narrow	the	research	effort	to	the	relevant	areas	of	
performance,	resulting	in	a	more	cost‐effective	approach	to	claims	assessment,	
development	and	defense.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.sageconsulting.com.		
	

	
SMTD	Law	LLP	 is	 a	 boutique	 law	firm	specializing	 in	 construction,	surety	and	business	
litigation.		The	Firm’s	attorneys	are	highly	experienced	in	handling	disputes	unique	to	the	
construction	and	surety	industries	and	they	understand	the	rigors	and	challenges	of	
litigation.	 The	Firm	handles	matters	for	many	of	the	world’s	leading	sureties	in	all	types	of	
commercial	and	contract	surety	matters.	 Our	attorneys	frequently	assist	our	surety	clients	
with:	defense	of	contract	and	commercial	bond	claims;	analysis	and	prosecution	of	
affirmative	claims;	preparation	of	transactional	documents,	including	loan	and	financing	
agreements;	subdivision	workouts	with	lenders	and	local	entities;	and	handling	complex	
indemnity	and	other	salvage	actions.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.smtdlaw.com.		
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Simon,	Peragine,	Smith	&	Redfearn,	LLP	has	extensive	experience	in	handling	fidelity	and	
surety	related	matters	and	litigation.	Over	the	years,	the	firm’s	attorneys	have	handled	
numerous	fidelity,	contract	surety,	financial	guarantee	and	miscellaneous	bond	and	
commercial	surety	matters.	
	
The	firm’s	attorneys	who	practice	in	the	surety	law	field	have	been	active	participants	in	
many	professional	associations,	such	as	the	Fidelity	&	Surety	Committee	of	the	Tort	Trial	
Insurance	Practice	Section	of	the	American	Bar	Association;	the	DRI	Surety	Committee;	
National	Bond	Claims	Institute;	Surety	Claims	Institute;	and	Louisiana	Surety	Association.	
	
H.	Bruce	Shreves	is	the	former	Chair	of	the	American	Bar	Association	Fidelity	&	Surety	
Committee	and	the	DRI	Surety	Committee;	Jay	Kern	has	served	as	a	Vice‐Chair	of	the	
American	Bar	Association	Fidelity	and	Surety	Committee;	Mr.	Shreves,	Mr.	Kern	and	
Denise	Puente	have	delivered	numerous	papers	and	lectures	before	various	ABA	
Committees,	as	well	as	DRI,	National	Bond	Claims	and	Surety	Claims	Institute.	
	
Mr.	Shreves	is	currently	the	Chair	of	the	Louisiana	Fidelity,	Surety	&	Construction	Law	
Section	of	the	Louisiana	Bar	Association.		Mr.	Shreves,	Mr.	Kern	and	Ms.	Puente	have	been	
named	by	New	Orleans	Magazine	as	Best	Lawyers	in	New	Orleans	 in	 the	 area	 of	
construction/surety,	and	 have	 been	 named	 as	 Louisiana	 Super	 Lawyers	 in	 the	 areas	 of	
construction	and	surety.	They	are	contributing	authors	or	editors	to	various	ABA	
publications,	 including	the	Law	of	Payment	Bonds;	the	Law	of	Performance	Bond;	and	the	
Law	of	Suretyship.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.spsr‐law.com.		
	
	

	

	

Snow	Christensen	&	Martineau	traces	its	roots	to	Provo,	Utah,	and	1886,	ten	years	before	
Utah	became	a	state.	 One	of	its	founders,	George	Sutherland,	later	became	the	only	Utahan	
to	serve	on	the	United	States	Supreme	Court.		The	firm	now	enjoys	a	complement	of	more	
than	55	attorneys	(including	a	recently	retired	but	still	energetic	federal	magistrate	judge)	
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and	a	strong	staff	including	more	than	15	paralegals.	With	physical	offices	in	Salt	Lake	
City	and	St.	George	and	virtual	offices	wherever	needed,	the	Firm	serves	some	of	the	
Intermountain	West’s	most	vital	and	influential	businesses	and	institutions.		Snow,	
Christensen	&	Martineau	benefits	from	an	impressive	history	of	service,	growth	and	
innovation	in	the	legal	community,	and	continues	to	build	toward	an	equally	impressive	
and	significant	future.	The	Firm	is	recognized	for	its	preeminent	trial	work,	but	its	
attorneys	are	experienced	in	a	broad	spectrum	of	legal	specialties,	including	complicated	
business	transactions,	patents,	trademarks	and	other	intellectual	property.		Many	are	
recognized	as	among	the	best	in	their	fields	of	practice,	combining	national	expertise	with	
personal	service.	The	firm	is	committed	to	providing	timely,	superior	legal	services	at	a	
fair	price.		Its	commitment	to	the	practice	of	law	is	manifest	in	the	general	lackluster	
performance	of	most	of	its	members	on	the	golf	course.	

Please	visit	our	website	at	www.scmlaw.com.		
	
	

	

	
	

Stewart	Sokol	&	Larkin	LLC	is	a	Pacific	Northwest	law	firm.	The	firm	enjoys	a	superior	
reputation	for	excellent,	competitive	and	cost‐effective	legal	services	in	construction	and	
design	law,	commercial	litigation,	business	and	corporate	law,	insurance	coverage	and	
defense,	bankruptcy,	real	estate,	and	surety	and	fidelity	law.	
	
The	firm’s	Portland,	Oregon	location	provides	strong	roots	for	its	Pacific	Northwest	
presence,	and	an	ideal	location	from	which	it	maintains	its	client	base	throughout	Oregon,	
Idaho,	Washington	and	Alaska.	In	addition	to	the	firm’s	Pacific	Northwest	presence,	
Stewart	Sokol	&	Larkin	is	a	national	firm,	handling	matters	throughout	the	United	States	
and	its	territories,	including,	Guam,	Saipan	and	the	Northern	Mariana	Islands.	The	firm’s	
reach	throughout	various	federal	and	state	court	systems	continues	to	grow	on	a	regular	
basis	as	our	loyal	clients	bring	it	to	more	locales	each	year.	
	
The	firm’s	exceptional	service	is	the	product	of	a	cohesive	team	of	highly	experienced	
professionals,	each	of	whom	plays	a	vital	role	in	meeting	our	clients’	needs.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.lawssl.com.	
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Strasburger	&	Price	has	been	at	the	forefront	of	the	fidelity	and	surety	industry	for	over	
fifty	years.		From	the	quiet	days	of	the	1960’s	to	the	mercurial	1980’s	dealing	with	the	
banking	and	real	estate	crisis	throughout	the	country,	to	the	advent	of	electronic	banking	
and	mega‐construction	projects	of	 the	1990’s	and	2000’s,	the	 lawyers	in	Strasburger	&	
Price’s	Fidelity	&	Surety	group	have	worked	in	partnership	with	our	clients	in	every	aspect	
of	the	industry.	
	
Strasburger’s	surety	lawyers	provide	experienced	representation	in	all	facets	of	the	surety	
industry.		The	group’s	lawyers	have	significant	experience	representing	sureties	in	
connection	with	all	types	of	bonds,	including	performance,	payment,	probate,	public	
officials,	 subdivision,	and	 various	other	 miscellaneous	commercial	 surety	bonds.			Our	
lawyers	 have	successfully	handled	countless	complex	contract	surety	claims,	expertly	
guiding	sureties	through	pre‐default	investigations	and	negotiations	and	completion	of	
construction	projects	after	default,	including	drafting	and	negotiating	completion	
contracts,	takeover	agreements,	ratification	agreements,	financing	agreements,	and	other	
pertinent	surety	agreements.		Our	lawyers	likewise	have	extensive	experience	handling	
complicated	and	varied	commercial	surety	bond	claims,	from	the	initial	investigation	and	
analysis	to	conclusion.		Our	expertise	and	experience	extends	to	protecting	the	surety’s	
interests	 in	 bankruptcy	proceedings,	 including	pre‐bankruptcy	and	 post‐filing	
negotiations	of	 reorganization	plans,	conflicts	regarding	unpaid	proceeds	of	bonded	
contracts,	negotiations	regarding	assumption	of	bonded	obligations,	and	other	issues	
affecting	the	surety	in	bankruptcy.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.strasburger.com.		
	
	

	
	
Surety	&	Construction	Consultants	was	established	in	1990	and	has	been	serving	the	
Surety	and	Fidelity	industry	for	over	20	years.				 S.C.C.	has	offices	in	Tampa,	Atlanta	and	
Dallas	which	allows	our	consultants	to	handle	projects	throughout	the	continental	U.S.,	
Hawaii,	Puerto	Rico,	Guam	and	other	locations.	
	
Services	 provided	 by	 S.C.C.	 include	 surety	 claims,	 fidelity	 claims,	 forensic	 accounting,	
expert	 testimony,	 property	claims,	errors	and	omissions,	construction	claims	and	
reclamation	claims.			All	of	our	consultants	are	degreed	professionals	with	significant	
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construction	and	accounting	experience.		With	diverse	backgrounds	and	experience,	our	
consultants	understand	construction	from	all	perspectives.	 We	also	have	the	experience	to	
address	the	complex	financial	elements	present	in	Surety	and	Fidelity	claims.	This	results	in	
a	quality	service	that	our	clients	have	come	to	rely	upon.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.suretyconsultants.com.	
	
	

	
	

The	Hustead	Law	Firm,	A	Professional	Corporation,	launched	in	1996	when	Patrick	Q.	
Hustead	left	the	partnership	of	one		of		Denver’s	 largest		law		firms		to		create		a		dedicated		
litigation	 practice		focused		on		the		surety		and		insurance	industry.		Since	that	time,	the	
Firm	has	grown	into	a	dynamic	mix	of	attorneys	and	technology	that	produces	the	results	
its	clients	deserve	and	expect.	From	complex	surety	matters	to	nuanced	bad	faith	claims,	
the	Firm	delivers	the	firepower	of	a	large	firm	with	the	personal	attention	of	a	small	one.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.thlf.com.	
	

	

	
	
Torre,	Lentz,	Gamell,	Gary	&	Rittmaster,	LLP	is	a	boutique	New	York	based	law	firm	
specializing	in	surety,	fidelity	and	construction	law	and	providing	clients	with	the	best	
features	of	small	and	large	firms.		TLGGR	is	able	to	provide	this	service	by	combining	the	
seasoned	legal	talent	and	modern	technology	of	a	large	firm	with	the	personal	attention,	
expertise	and	congeniality	of	a	small	firm.	 Our	office	is	located	in	Jericho,	Long	Island,	
New	York,	which	is	within	30	minutes	of	Manhattan.	 While	the	firm’s	practice	is	 located	
primarily	in	New	York	and	New	Jersey,	TLGGR	also	has	recently	handled	substantial	
matters	in	Connecticut,	Pennsylvania,	Delaware	and	Washington,	D.C.	

	

TLGGR	handles	all	manner	of	commercial	and	business	problems	but	in	large	measure	
specializes	in	counseling	and	litigation	relating	to	 (1)	construction	bonds,	commercial	
surety	bonds	and	other	 forms	of	suretyship,	(2)	construction	contract	and	engineering	
disputes,	(3)	claims	against	project	owners	for	wrongful	termination	and	additional	
compensation,	(4)	financial	institution	bonds	and	other	forms	of	fidelity	or	crime	
insurance,	and	(5)	creditors’	rights	in	bankruptcy.	These	matters	involve	us	in	a	broad	
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range	of	commercial	problems,	including	workouts,	bankruptcy	proceedings,	and	
insurance	coverage	analysis	and	litigation.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.tlggr.com.		
	
	
	
	
	
Vertex	is	an	international	technical	services	firm	that	operates	with	urgency	and	produces	
exceptional	value	for	our	clients.	VERTEX	provides	construction,	environmental,	energy,	air	
quality,	and	engineering	solutions.	With	over	20	domestic	and	international	offices,	along	
with	unique	teaming	arrangements	worldwide,	we	have	the	reach	and	relevant	expertise	to	
approach	projects	with	remarkable	efficiency	gained	through	local	knowledge.	Our	
reputation	for	excellence,	both	in	terms	of	timely	results	and	quality	service,	spans	the	
globe.	It	has	earned	us	the	trust	of	a	prestigious	client	base	that	includes	Fortune	100	
companies	and	esteemed	boutique	firms	in	virtually	every	line	of	business.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	http://vertexeng.com/.	
	
	

	
	

For	over	a	quarter	of	a	century,	the	attorneys	at	Ward,	Hocker	&	Thornton,	PLLC	(WHT)	
have	diligently	and	competently	served	their	clients	and	have	provided	them	with	the	
highest	quality	legal	representation.	With	offices	in	Lexington	and	Louisville,	WHT	serves	
the	entire	state	of	Kentucky	and	has	litigated	cases	in	nearly	all	of	its	120	counties.	
Additionally,	WHT	often	handles	cases	in	the	adjoining	states	of	Indiana,	Ohio,	Tennessee	
and	West	Virginia.	
	
WHT	is	a	firm	which	generally	represents	the	insurance	industry	and	its	insureds,	the	
surety	and	fidelity	industry,	and	the	trucking	industry.		We	also	directly	represent	self‐
insured	corporations	(many	of	which	are	Fortune	500	companies)	and	various	hospitals,	
health	care	providers	and	 financial	 institutions.			The	net	 result	 is	 that	our	 team	of	30	
lawyers	has	tremendous	negotiation	and	litigation	experience,	having	collectively	handled	
thousands	of	cases	encompassing	several	different	areas	of	law,	including:		appellate	
practice,	automobile/motor	vehicle	litigation,	construction	law,	commercial	and		business		
litigation,		extra‐contractual/coverage	 issues,		financial		institution		law,		fire		&		casualty,		
governmental	liability,	healthcare	professional	liability,	insurance	defense,	large	loss	
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subrogation,	products	liability	defense,	premises	liability,	surety	&	fidelity	law,	trucking	&	
transportation	litigation,	and	workers’	compensation	defense.	
	
Our	attorneys	are	licensed	to	practice	in	all	courts	in	Kentucky,	and	in	addition	have	
attorneys	licensed	to	practice	in	the	states	of	 Indiana,	Ohio	and	Tennessee.		 WHT	has	
been	awarded	the	prestigious	AV	rating	offered	by	LEXISNEXIS	Martindale‐Hubbell,	and	
we	are	listed	in	the	Best	Directory	of	Recommended	Insurance	Attorneys	and	Adjustors.	
	
Our	goal	is	to	provide	you	and	your	business	with	result‐oriented	legal	services	in	an	
effective,	cost‐efficient	manner.	We	at	WHT	welcome	the	opportunity	to	be	of	service	to	you	
and	will	aggressively	work	to	achieve	a	successful	outcome.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.whtlaw.com.		
	
	

	
	

Watt,	Tieder	has	one	of	the	largest	construction	and	surety	law	firms	in	the	world,	with	
practices	that	encompass	all	aspects	of	construction	contracting	and	public	procurement.	
Our	practice	groups	include:	domestic	construction	law,	government	contracts,	
international	construction	law	and	surety	law.		Watt,	Tieder’s	work	characteristically	
relates	to	major	development	and	construction	projects	involving	highways,	airports	and	
seaports,	rail	and	subway	systems,	military	bases,	industrial	plants,	petrochemical	
facilities,	electric	generating	plants,	communication	systems,	and	commercial	and	public	
facilities	of	all	types	in	the	United	States	and	globally.	
	
Watt,	Tieder	is	one	of	the	premier	surety	law	firms	in	the	country.	We	represent	more	than	
a	dozen	sureties	in	North	America,	acting	as	national,	regional	or	public	contract	counsel	
for	 them.	Our	surety	clients	include	industry	leaders	like	Arch	Insurance	Company,	
Cincinnati	Insurance	Company,	Hartford	Fire	Insurance	Company,	Liberty	Mutual	
Insurance	Company,	RLI	Corp.,	SureTec	Insurance	Company,	Travelers	Casualty	and	Surety	
Company	and	Zurich	North	America.	In	our	thirty	years	of	practicing	surety	law,	Watt,	
Tieder	has	gained	particular	expertise	in	default	terminations,	affirmative	construction	
claims,	surety	“abuse	of	discretion”	cases,	government	contract	disputes,	surety	bad	 faith	
claims	and	all	forms	of	contract	bond	defaults.	
	
With	offices	in	Washington	DC	Metro;	Irvine,	California;	Las	Vegas,	Nevada;	Seattle,	
Washington;	Chicago,	Illinois;	and	 Miami,	 Florida,	 we	 have	 a	 staff	 of	 over	 50	 legal	
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professionals	working	 throughout	 the	 United	 States,	 Canada,	Europe,	the	Middle	East,	
Asia,	South	America,	Australia	and	Africa.	
	
Watt,	Tieder	and	its	attorneys	are	annually	recognized	for	accomplishments	in	
construction	and	surety	law,	including	top	tier	rankings	in	Chambers	USA,	the	Legal	500	
and	US	News‐Best	Lawyers.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.WattTieder.com.	
	
	
	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	
Weinstein	Radcliff	Pipkin	LLP	is	a	Dallas,	Texas–based	commercial	litigation	law	firm	with	
extensive	experience	in	commercial	construction,	surety,	fidelity	and	professional	liability	
coverage	and	defense,	and	labor	and	employment.	As	advocates,	clients	nationwide	look	to	
us	as	their	go–to	firm	for	litigation	in	Texas,	Oklahoma,	Arkansas,	and	elsewhere.	As	
advisers,	we	provide	an	early,	honest	case	assessment,	offering	creative	solutions	and	
establishing	reasoned	expectations	that	save	time,	money,	and	headaches.	Our	attorneys	
have	extensive	experience	handling	construction	and	surety	cases	involving	contractor	
defaults,	construction	and	design	defects,	impact	and	delay	claims,	and	catastrophic	loss.	
We	also	have	considerable	trial	and	litigation	experience	for	fidelity	and	professional	
liability	insurers,	as	well	handling	labor	and	employment	cases	involving	corporate	
management,	employee	benefits,	and	non‐compete	agreements.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.weinrad.com.		
	

	

	
	

Williams	Kastner	has	been	serving	clients	in	the	Northwest	since	1929.	With	more	than	90	
attorneys	in	offices	located	throughout	Washington	and	Oregon	and	affiliated	offices	in	
Shanghai,	Beijing	and	Hong	Kong,	we	offer	global	capabilities	and	vision	with	a	local	
sensibility.	
	
We	are	well	known	for	our	vast	trial	and	litigation	successes.	Our	deep	bench	of	seasoned	
litigators	have	extensive	trial	experience	in	federal	and	state	courts.	In	fact,	over	the	
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course	of	the	last	three	decades,	Williams	Kastner	has	tried	(and	won)	more	cases	to	jury	
verdict	than	any	other	firm	in	Washington.	
	
The	Construction	Litigation	&	Surety	Practice	Team	at	Williams	Kastner	serves	clients	
involved	in	all	aspects	of	the	construction	industry,	including	general	contractors,	
specialty	subcontractors,	owner/developers,	architects,	engineers,	lending	institutions,	
sureties	and	insurers.	 In	the	surety	context,	the	Team	handles	the	entire	spectrum	of	
issues,	such	as:	analyzing	and	responding	to	default	terminations	and	other	performance	
bond	claims;	providing	advice	regarding	complex	bond	claim	investigations;	addressing	
various	project	completion	scenarios,	including	tenders,	takeovers	and	financing	the	bond	
principal;	defense	of	performance	and	payment	bond	claims	under	 the	Miller	Act	and	
state	 law,	including	discharge,	exoneration	and	other	surety‐specific	defenses;	defense	of	
extra‐contractual	claims	by	claimants,	bond	principals	and	indemnitors	involving	claims	
brought	under	the	Washington	Insurance	Fair	Conduct	Act,	the	Consumer	Protection	Act	
and	common	law	bad	faith;	prosecution	of	affirmative	construction	claims	to	mitigate	
surety	losses;	prosecution	of	 indemnity	and	other	 salvage	actions	on	behalf	of	 sureties;	
resolving	priority	disputes	between	sureties,	banks,	trustees	and	public	agencies;	and	
defense	of	claims	on	miscellaneous	bonds,	including	license	bonds	and	public	official	
bonds.	 When	the	situation	warrants,	the	Team	draws	upon	other	practice	areas	within	the	
firm	to	serve	the	needs	of	our	construction	industry	clients.		These	practice	areas	often	
include:	labor	and	employment,	collections,	bankruptcy,	land	use	and	real	estate.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.williamskastner.com.		
	

	
	

	

Wolkin	Curran	specializes	in	surety,	construction	and	insurance	coverage	litigation.		With	
offices	in	both	San	Francisco	and	San	Diego,	Wolkin	Curran’s	primary	practice	areas	are	in	
California	and	Nevada.	
	
Wolkin	Curran’s	surety	and	 construction	practice	emphasizes	the	 representation	of	
sureties,	 general	 contractors,	and	public	 entities.		 Wolkin	 Curran	 investigates,	
negotiates,	 settles	 and	 litigates	 bond	 claims	 in	trial,	 bankruptcy,	 and	appellate	courts.		
Wolkin	Curran	represents	sureties	in	all	aspects	of	commercial	and	contract	suretyship,	
including	takeover,	completion,	payment	and	creditor	issues.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.wolkincurran.com.	
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Wright,	Constable	&	Skeen’s	Fidelity	and	Surety	Law	Group	has	over	100	years	of	
combined	surety	and	fidelity	experience.		 WC&S	lawyers	represent	sureties	in	federal	and	
state	courts	at	both	the	trial	and	appellate	levels,	before	regulatory	bodies,	 as	 well	 as	 in	
various	 forms	of	 alternative	dispute	 resolution,	 including	mediation	and	 arbitration.	
WC&S	lawyers	draw	on	experiences	gained	both	from	working	within,	and	for,	surety	
companies.	
	
WC&S’	experience	and	knowledge	provide	efficient	representation	for	its	clients	
throughout	the	Mid‐Atlantic	region,	including	handling	complex	 surety	cases	with	 the	
federal	government.			WC&S’	practice	encompasses	all	 aspects	of	performance	bond	
claims,	payment	bond	claims,	bankruptcy,	indemnity/subrogation,	and	commercial	surety	
bonds.	WC&S	is	an	active	participant	in	various	legal	and	industry	groups	and	
associations,	and	its	lawyers	are	leaders	and	speakers	on	a	 wide	variety	of	 important	
topics	 to	 the	 surety	and	 fidelity	industry.			In	 addition,	WC&S’	 lawyers	are	contributing	
authors	or	editors	to	various	ABA	and	industry	publications	and	books.		WC&S	has	
developed	a	national	reputation	in	 representing	sureties	 in	bankruptcy,	authoring	
various	papers	and	 texts	on	 the	 subject,	and	 speaking	at	numerous	conferences.	
	
	
Wright,	Constable	&	Skeen	has	been	named	 to	 the	 “2012	Top	Ranked	Law	Firms™	 in	
the	U.S.”	by	Lexis	Nexis®	Martindale‐Hubbell®,	as	published	in	Fortune	magazine.			
WC&S	was	recognized	as	a	U.S.	 law	firm	of	21	or	more	attorneys	where	at	least	one	out	

of	every	three	lawyers,	including	associates,	achieved	the	AV®PreeminentTM	Peer	Review	

RatingSM.	
	
Please	visit	our	website	at	www.wcslaw.com.		
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gbierhalter@bierhalterconsulting.com	
 

Todd	W.	Blischke	
Williams	Kastner	
601	Union	Street,	Suite	4100	
Seattle,	WA		98101	
206‐628‐6600	
TBlischke@Williamskastner.com	
 

  Jonathan	Bondy	
Chiesa	Shahinian	&	Giantomasi	
One	Boland	Drive	
West	Orange,	NJ		07052	
973‐530‐2052	
jbondy@csglaw.com	
 

Connie	Boudreau	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	Fourth	Avenue,	Suite	3800	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐473‐3395	
Connie.Boudreau@LibertyMutual.com	
 

  Ron	E.	Boyle	
The	Vertex	Companies	Inc.	
3710	N.	Ridgewood	Street,	Suite	B	
Wichita,	KS		67220	
316‐733‐6300	
rboyle@vertexeng.com	
 

Todd	Braggins	
Ernstrom	&	Dreste,	LLP	
925	Clinton	Square	
Rochester,	NY		14604	
585‐473‐3100	
TBraggins@ed‐llp.com	
 

  Christine	Brakman	
Sage	Associates,	Inc.	
1301	Dove	Street,	Suite	820	
Newport	Beach,	CA		92660	
949‐724‐9600	
cbrakman@sage‐associates.com	
 



57	
 

Stacie	Brandt	
Booth,	Mitchel	&	Strange	LLP	
701	South	Parker	Street,	Suite	6500	
Orange,	CA		92868	
714‐480‐8500	
slbrandt@boothmitchel.com	
 

  Shannon	Briglia	
Briglia	McLaughlin,	PLLC	
1950	Old	Gallows	Road,	Suite	750	
Vienna,	VA		22182	
703‐506‐1990	
sbriglia@briglialaw.com	
 

Margery	S.	Bronster	
Bronster	Fujichaku	Robbins	
1003	Bishop	Street,	Suite	2300	
Honolulu,	HI		96813	
808‐524‐5644	
mbronster@bfrhawaii.com	
 

  Jack	Brooks	
Travelers	
33650	6th	Avenue	South,	Suite	200	
Federal	Way,	WA		98003	
253‐943‐5804	
jibrooks@travelers.com	
 

Marc	Brown	
Travelers	
33650	6th	Avenue	South,	Suite	200	
Federal	Way,	WA		98003	
253‐943‐5805	
mbrown6@travelers.com	
 

  John	Bustard	
King	&	Neel,	Inc.	
1164	Bishop	Street	Suite	1710	
Honolulu,	HI		96813	
808‐294‐1667	
John@Kingneel.com	
 

Whit	Campbell	
The	Hartford	
520	Pike	Street,	Suite	900	
Seattle,	WA		98101	
206‐346‐0130	
Jamesw.campbell@thehartford.com	
 

  Jim	Carlson	
Partner	Engineering	&	Science,	Inc.	
911	E	Colorado	Blvd.,	Suite	310	
Pasadena,	CA		91106	
626‐243‐1977	
jcarlson@partneresi.com	
 

James	R.	Case	
Kerr,	Russell	and	Weber,	PLC	
500	Woodward	Avenue,	Suite	2500	
Detroit,	MI		48226	
313‐961‐0200	
jcase@kerr‐russell.com	
 

  Dennis	Cavanaugh	
Robinson	&	Cole	LLP	
280	Trumbull	Street	
Hartford,	CT		06103	
860‐275‐8200	
dcavanaugh@rc.com	
 



58 
 

Benjamin	Chambers	
The	Hartford	
7901	Skansie	Avenue	Suite	140	
Gig	Harbor,	WA		98335	
253‐853‐2215	
Benjamin.chambers@thehartford.com	
 

  Katherine	Christofilis	
Williams	Kastner	
601	Union	Street,	Suite	4100	
Seattle,	WA		98101	
206‐628‐6600	
Kchristofilis@williamskastner.com	
 

Jonathan	P.	Cohen	
Jonathan	P.	Cohen,	P.A.	
500	E.	Broward	Blvd.,	Suite	1710	
Fort	Lauderdale,	FL		33394	
954‐462‐8850	
jcohen@cohenpa.com	
 

  Robert	Colby	
Colby	Consulting,	Inc.	
400	Galleria	Parkway,	Suite	1500	
Atlanta,	GA		30339	
678‐385‐5970	
Rcolby@colbyci.com	
 

Ann	M.	Conway	
Sheehan	&	Sheehan	
6001	Indian	School	NE	
Albuquerque,	NM		87103	
505‐681‐2386	
amc@sheehansheehan.com	
 

  Jack	Costenbader	
PCA	Consulting	Group	
2453	Franklin	Street	
San	Francisco,	CA		94123	
415‐771‐8877	
pca@pcacg.com	
 

Mark	Cunningham	
Kerr,	Russell	and	Weber,	PLC	
500	Woodward	Avenue,	Suite	2500	
Detroit,	MI		48226	
313‐961‐0200	
mcunningham@kerr‐russell.com	
 

  Jim	Curran	
Wolkin	Curran,	LLP	
111	Maiden	Lane,	6th	Floor	
San	Francisco,	CA		94107	
415‐982‐9390	
JCurran@Wolkincurran.com	
 

Doug	Dearie	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3800	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐605‐6270	
Douglas.dearie@libertymutual.com	
 

  Mark	Degenaars	
The	Vertex	Companies,	Inc.	
16150	Scientific	Way	
Irvine,	CA		92618	
949‐407‐8453	
mdegenaars@vertexeng.com	
 



59 
 

Barb	D'Ettorre	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3700	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐473‐3649	
Barbara.dettorre@libertymutual.com	
 

  Meredith	E.	Dishaw	
Williams	Kastner	
601	Union	Street,	Suite	4100	
Seattle,	WA		98101	
206‐628‐6600	
mdishaw@williamskastner.com	
 

Ryan	Dry	
Krebs	Farley,	PLLC	
2301	W.	Plano	Parkway,	Suite	200	
Plano,	TX		75075	
214‐945‐3027	
rdry@kfplaw.com	
 

  Thomas	Duke	
AmTrust	Surety	
2591	Dallas	Parkway,	Suite	105	
Frisco,	TX		75034	
972‐870‐0403	
Thomas.duke@amtrustgroup.com	
 

Jonathan	Dunn	
SMTD	Law	LLP	
17901	Von	Karman	Avenue,	Suite	500	
Irvine,	CA		92614	
949‐537‐3800	
jdunn@smtdlaw.com	
 

  Nina	Durante	
Liberty	Mutual	
P.O.	Box	34526	
Seattle,	WA		98124	
206‐473‐5237	
Nina.Durante@libertyMutual.com	
 

Dan	Dziuba	
Claims	Consulting	Services,	Inc.	
411	North	Main	Street,	Suite	A	
Euless,	TX		76039	
817‐685‐9955	
Dan.Dzibua@claimscs.com	
 

  Bruce	Echigoshima	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	Fourth	Avenue,	Suite	3800	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐545‐5000	
Bruce.Echigoshima@LibertyMutual.com	
 

John	Egbert	
Global	Construction	Services,	Inc.	
8151	164th	Avenue	NE,	PMB	432	
Redmond,	WA		98052	
425‐681‐1868	
John@consultgcsi.com	
 

  Bob	Emmett	
PCA	Consulting	Group	
2453	Franklin	Street	
San	Francisco,	CA		94123	
415‐771‐8877	
bob_emmett@pcacg.com	
 



60 
 

Charles	G.	Evans	
Law	Offices	of	Charles	G.	Evans	
165	E.	Bunnell	Avenue,	Suite	D	
Homer,	AK		99603	
907‐435‐0691	
locge@gci.net	
 

  Jason	R.	Fair	
Robins	Kaplan	LLP	
2049	Century	Park	East,	Suite	3400	
Los	Angeles,	CA		90067	
310‐552‐0130	
jfair@robinskaplan.com	
 

John	L.	Fallat	
Law	Offices	of	John	L.	Fallat	
68	Mitchell	Blvd.	Suite	135	
San	Rafael,	CA		94903‐2046	
415‐457‐3773	
jfallat@fallat.com	
 

  Lyn	Farley	
Lynx	Construction	&	Consulting	
4005	Palmer	Ridge	Drive	
Parker,	CO		80134	
303‐961‐1269	
lyn@lynxconstruction.com	
 

Kurt	Faux	
The	Faux	Law	Group	
1540	W.	Warm	Springs	Road,	Suite	100	
Henderson,	NV		89014	
702‐458‐5790	
kfaux@fauxlaw.com	
 

  Jennifer	Fiore	
Dunlap	Fiore,	LLC	
301	Main	Street,	Suite	1100	
Baton	Rouge,	LA		70801	
225‐282‐0652	
jfiore@dunlapfiore.com	
 

John	Fouhy	
Travelers	
33650	6th	Avenue	South,	Suite	200	
Federal	Way,	WA		98003	
253‐943‐5806	
jfouhy@travelers.com	
 

  Jane	Fox	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3700	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐225‐4648	
Jane.Fox@LibertyMutual.com	
 

Alex	Friedrich	
Williams	Kastner	
601	Union	Street,	Suite	4100	
Seattle,	WA		98101	
206‐628‐6600	
afriedrich@williamskastner.com	
 

  Paul	Friedrich	
Williams	Kastner	
601	Union	Street,	Suite	4100	
Seattle,	WA		98101	
206‐628‐6600	
pfriedrich@williamskastner.com	
 



61 
 

Doug	Fritz	
J.S.	Held,	LLC	
11122	Wurzbach,	Suite	206	
San	Antonio,	TX		78230	
830‐727‐1615	
Doug.Fritz@jsheld.com	
 

  Mark	Gamell	
Torre,	Lentz,	Gamell,	Gary	&	Rittmaster,	
LLP	
100	Jericho	Quadrangle,	Suite	309	
Jericho,	NY		11753	
516‐240‐8900	
mgamell@tlggr.com	

Brian	R.	Gaudet	
Coats	Rose,	P.C.	
9	Greenway	Plaza,	Suite	1100	
Houston,	TX		77046	
713‐651‐0111	
bgaudet@coatsrose.com	
 

  Craig	Guenther	
Booth,	Mitchel	&	Strange	LLP	
701	South	Parker	Street,	Suite	6500	
Orange,	CA		92868	
714‐480‐8500	
ceguenther@boothmitchel.com	
 

Jim	Hamel	
Zurich	
2609	Summit	Ridge	Drive	
Southlake,	TX		76092	
817‐421‐4085	
James.Hamel@Zurichna.com	
 

  R.	Ed	Hancock	
Surety	&	Construction	Consultants,	Inc.	
1000	N.	Ashley	Drive,	Suite	604	
Tampa,	FL		33602	
813‐229‐3000	
Ed.hancock@suretyconsultants.com	
 

Will	Hansen	
Williams	Kastner	
601	Union	Street,	Suite	4100	
Seattle,	WA		98101	
206‐628‐6600	
whansen@williamskastner.com	
 

  Paul	Harmon	
Travelers	
33650	6th	Avenue	South,	Suite	200	
Federal	Way,	WA		98003	
253‐943‐5825	
Pharmon@Travelers.com	
 

Elizabeth	Henderson	
International	Fidelity	Insurance	Co.	
550	Kirkland	Way,	Suite	400	
Kirkland,	WA		98033	
425‐636‐8282	
ehenderson@ific.com	
 

  Chris	Hillman	
Liberty	Mutual	
2200	Renaissance	Blvd.,	Suite	400	
King	of	Prussia,	PA		19462	
610‐832‐8245	
chris.hillman@libertymutual.com	
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Stacy	Hipsak	Goetz	
Liberty	Mutual	
2815	Forbs	Avenue,	Suite	102	
Hoffman	Estates,	IL		60192	
847‐396‐7140	
Stacy.HipsakGoetz@LibertyMutual.com	
 

  Deborah	I.	Hollander	
Sheak	&	Korzun,	P.C.	
1	Washington	Crossing	Road	
Pennington,	NJ		08534	
609‐737‐6885	
SheakKorzun@comcast.net	
 

Bryce	Holzer	
Travelers	
33650	6th	Avenue	South,	Suite	200	
Federal	Way,	WA		98003	
253‐943‐5818	
BHolzer@travelers.com	
 

  Lih	Hudson	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3700	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐473‐3577	
Lih.Hudson@LibertyMutual.com	
 

Kenneth	Huff	
Philadelphia	Insurance	Companies	
251	So.	Lake	Avenue,	Suite	360	
Pasadena,	CA		91101	
626‐639‐1324	
Kenneth.Huff@phly.com	
 

  David	Hughes	
Booth,	Mitchel	&	Strange	LLP	
701	South	Parker	Street,	Suite	6500	
Orange,	CA		92868	
714‐480‐8500	
dlhughes@boothmitchel.com	
 

Patrick	Q.	Hustead	
The	Hustead	Law	Firm	
4643	South	Ulster	Street,	Suite	1250	
Denver,	CO		80237	
303‐721‐5000	
pqh@thlf.com	
 

  Nick	Hyslop	
Liberty	Mutual	
8350	N.	Central	Expressway,	Suite	850	
Dallas,	TX		75206	
214‐622‐9932	
Nick.Hyslop@LibertyMutual.com	
 

Michael	Jankowski	
Bluecap	Surety	
100	W.	High	Street,	Suite	307	
Moorpark,	CA		93021	
805‐552‐4033	
mpjankoe11@gmail.com	
 

  Michael	Johnson	
Travelers	
1501	4th	Avenue,	Suite	1000	
Seattle,	WA		98101	
206‐326‐4273	
Mrjohns1@travelers.com	
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Matt	Joy	
Benchmark	Consulting	Services,	LLC	
6109	South	Legend	Drive	
Gilbert,	AZ		85298	
602‐369‐6252	
mjoy@benchmark‐consulting.com	
 

  Jeff	Jubera	
Guarantee	Co.	of	North	America	USA	
One	Towne	Square,	Suite	1470	
Southfield,	MI		48076	
248‐281‐0281	
Jeffrey.Jubera@theguarantee.com	
 

Michael	Keller	
CNA	Surety	
999	Third	Avenue,	Suite	2500	
Seattle,	WA		98104	
206‐472‐3796	
Michael.keller@cnasurety.com	
 

  Marilyn	Klinger	
Sedgwick	LLP	
801	S	Figueroa	Street,	19th	Floor	
Los	Angeles,	CA		90017	
213‐615‐8038	
Marilyn.klinger@sedgwicklaw.com	
 

Ken	Koch	
Zurich	
800	5th	Avenue,	Suite	3800	
Seattle,	WA		98104	
206‐346‐2625	
Kenneth.Koch@zurichna.com	
 

  Mary	Lynn	Kotansky	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3800	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐473‐5335	
MaryLynn.Kotansky@LibertyMutual.com	
 

David	Kotnik	
Westfield	Insurance	
One	Park	Circle	
Westfield	Center,	OH		44251	
216‐406‐7858	
DavidKotnik@Westfieldgrp.com	
 

  David	J.	Krebs	
Krebs	Farley	PLLC	
400	Poydras	Street,	Suite	2500	
New	Orleans,	LA		70130	
504‐299‐3570	
dkrebs@kfplaw.com	
 

Brian	Kuhn	
Liberty	Mutual	
2200	Renaissance	Blvd.,	Suite	400	
King	of	Prussia,	PA		19462	
610‐834‐6515	
brian.kuhn@libertymutual.com	
 

  Shailendra	Kulkarni	
Sullivan	Hill	Lewin	Rez	&	Engel	
550	West	C	Street,	Suite	1500	
San	Diego,	CA		92101	
619‐233‐4100	
Kulkarni@sullivanhill.com	
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Wayne	Lambert	
Cashin	Spinelli	&	Ferretti,	LLC	
304A	Main	Street	
Farmington,	CT		06092	
860‐269‐0330	
Wlambert@csfllc.com	
 

  Frank	M.	Lanak	
Tokio	Marine	HCC	
601	S.	Figueroa	Street,	Suite	1600	
Los	Angeles,	CA		90017	
310‐242‐4403	
flanak@tmhcc.com	
 

Charles	W.	Langfitt	
Travelers	
33650	6th	Avenue	South,	Suite	200	
Federal	Way,	WA		98003	
253‐241‐7842	
Clangfitt@Travelers.com	
 

  Keith	A.	Langley	
Langley	LLP	
1301	Solana	Blvd.,	Bldg.	1,	Suite	1545	
Westlake,	TX		76262	
214‐722‐7162	
klangley@l‐llp.com	
 

Timothy	Larson	
CNA	Surety	
999	Third	Avenue,	Suite	2500	
Seattle,	WA		98104	
206‐707‐3830	
Timothy.larson@cnasurety.com	
 

  Sunny	Lee	
Bronster	Fujichaku	Robbins	
1003	Bishop	Street,	Suite	2300	
Honolulu,	HI		96813	
808‐524‐5644	
slee@bfrhawaii.com	
 

Bob	Legier	
Global	Construction	Services,	Inc.	
8151	164th	Avenue	NE,	PMB	432	
Redmond,	WA		98052	
425‐681‐5652	
RJL@consultgcsi.com	
 

  Jim	Loewke	
Loewke	Brill	Consulting	Group	
491	Elmgrove	Road	
Rochester,	NY		14606	
585‐647‐9350	
jim@loewkebrill.com	
 

Daniel	Lund,	III	
Coats	Rose,	P.C.	
365	Canal	Street,	Suite	800	
New	Orleans,	LA		70130	
504‐299‐3089	
dlund@coatsrose.com	
 

  Jay	Mann	
Jennings,	Strouss	&	Salmon,	PLC	
One	E.	Washington,	Suite	1900	
Phoenix,	AZ		85004	
602‐262‐5844	
jmann@jsslaw.com	
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Nancy	Manno	
Berkley	Surety	
412	Mt.	Kemble	Avenue,	Suite	310N	
Morristown,	NJ		07960	
973‐775‐5038	
nmanno@berkleysurety.com	
 

  Rosa	Martinez‐Genzon	
Anderson,	McPharlin	&	Conners,	LLP	
707	Wilshire	Blvd.,	Suite	4000	
Los	Angeles,	CA		90017	
213‐236‐1653	
rmg@amclaw.com	
 

Amanda	L.	Marutzky	
Watt	Tieder	Hoffar	&	Fitzgerald	LLP	
2040	Main	Street,	Suite	300	
Irvine,	CA		92614	
949‐852‐6700	
Amarutzky@watttieder.com	
 

  Eric	Mausolf	
Travelers	
33650	6th	Avenue	South,	Suite	200	
Federal	Way,	WA		98003	
253‐943‐5813	
emausolf@travelers.com	
 

William	McConnell	
The	Vertex	Companies,	Inc.	
2420	W	26th	Avenue,	Suite	100‐D	
Denver,	CO		80201	
917‐301‐6821	
wmcconnell@vertexeng.com	
 

  Brent	McSwain	
Sage	Consulting	Group	
1623	Blake	Street	Suite	400	
Denver,	CO		80202	
303‐875‐2850	
Brentm@sageconsulting.com	
 

Stephani	Miller	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3800	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐473‐3576	
Stephani.Miller@LibertyMutual.com	
 

  Mike	Morano	
McElroy	Deutsch,	Mulvaney	&	Carpenter,	
LLP	
1300	Mt.	Kemble	Avenue	
Morristown,	NJ		07962	
973‐425‐4174	
mmorano@mdmc‐law.com	

Jack	Nicholson	
Nicholson	Consulting	Inc.	
500	Sun	Valley	Drive,	Suite	H‐4	
Roswell,	GA		30076	
770‐645‐1171	
Jack@npcins.com	
 

  Robert	C.	Niesley	
Watt,	Tieder,	Hoffar	&	Fitzgerald,	L.L.P	
2040	Main	Street,	Suite	300	
Irvine,	CA		92614	
949‐852‐6700	
RNiesley@watttieder.com	
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Mark	Oertel	
Lewis	Brisbois	Bisgaard	&	Smith	LLP	
633	W	5th	Street	
Los	Angeles,	CA		90071	
213‐250‐1800	
Mark.Oertel@LewisBrisbois.com	
 

  Roy	Ogawa	
Ogawa,	Lau,	Nakamura	&	Jew	
707	Richards	Street,	Suite	600	
Honolulu,	HI		96813	
808‐533‐3999	
rogawa@ollon.com	
 

David	Olson	
Frost	Brown	Todd	LLC	
501	East	Fourth	St	
Cincinnati,	OH		45202	
413‐651‐6905	
Dolson@fbtlaw.com	
 

  R.	Jeffrey	Olson	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3700	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
425‐473‐5929	
Jeff.Olson@LibertyMutual.com	
 

Steven	Padula	
Sage	Associates,	Inc.	
1301	Dove	Street,	Suite	820	
Newport	Beach,	CA		92660	
949‐724‐9600	
spadula@sage‐associates.com	
 

  Steve	Pand	
Travelers	
33650	6th	Avenue	South,	Suite	200	
Federal	Way,	WA		98003	
253‐740‐1301	
Spand1@Travelers.com	
 

Teresa	Pham	
Partner	Engineering	&	Science,	Inc.	
1761	E	Garry	Avenue	
Santa	Ana,	CA		92705	
714‐477‐8662	
tpham@partneresi.com	
 

  Mike	Pipkin	
Weinstein	Radcliff	Pipkin	
8350	N.	Central	Expressway,	Suite	1550	
Dallas,	TX		75206	
214‐865‐7012	
mpipkin@weinrad.com	
 

Derek	Popeil	
Chubb	
150	Allen	Road,	Suite	101	
Basking	Ridge,	NJ		07920	
908‐605‐3009	
dpopeil@chubb.com	
 

  Jason	R.	Potter	
Wright,	Constable	&	Skeen,	LLP	
7	Street	Paul	Street,	18th	floor	
Baltimore,	MD		21202	
410‐659‐1340	
jpotter@wcslaw.com	
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George	Rettig	
International	Fidelity	Insurance	Co.	
One	Newark	Center,	20th	Floor	
Newark,	NJ		07102	
973‐776‐8773	
Gretting@ific.com	
 

  Ken	Rockenbach	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	Fourth	Avenue,	Suite	3800	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐473‐3350	
Kenneth.Rockenbach@LibertyMutual.com	
 

Brittany	Rose	
Travelers	
33650	6th	Avenue	South,	Suite	200	
Federal	Way,	WA		98003	
253‐943‐5802	
barose@travelers.com	
 

  Jordan	Rosenfeld	
Sutor,	Krystad	&	Rosenfeld,	PLLC	
355	118th	Avenue	SE,	Suite	200	
Bellevue,	WA		98005	
425‐990‐1608	
jordan@sutorgroup.com	
 

Larry	A.	Rothstein	
Law	Offices	of	Larry	A.	Rothstein	
2945	Townsgate	Road,	Suite	200	
Westlake	Village,	CA		91361	
818‐348‐7000	
lar@larlaw.net	
 

  Edward	Rubacha	
Jennings,	Haug	&	Cunningham,	LLP	
2800	N.	Central	Avenue,	Suite	1800	
Phoenix,	AZ		85004	
602‐234‐7846	
er@jhc.law	
 

Ali	Salamirad	
SMTD	Law	LLP	
17901	Von	Karman	Avenue,	Suite	500	
Irvine,	CA		92614	
949‐537‐3803	
as@smtdlaw.com	
 

  Ashley	Saltzgaber	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3800	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
425‐519‐6454	
ashley.saltzgaber@libertymutual.com	
 

April	Santos	
Travelers	
1501	4th	Avenue,	Suite	1000	
Seattle,	WA		98101	
206‐326‐4249	
Asantos4@travelers.com	
 

  Gene	Sawyer	
Liberty	Mutual	
8350	N.	Central	Expressway,	Suite	850	
Dallas,	TX		75206	
214‐622‐9922	
Gene.Sawyer@libertymutual.com	
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Mike	Sawyer	
Sage	Associates,	Inc.	
1301	Dove	Street,	Suite	820	
Newport	Beach,	CA		92660	
949‐724‐9600	
msawyer@sage‐associates.com	
 

  Tiffany	Schaak	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	Fourth	Avenue,	Suite	3300	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐473‐6428	
Tiffany.Schaak@LibertyMutual.com	
 

Tom	Selden	
Starnes	Davis	Florie	LLP	
100	Brookwood	Place	
Birmingham,	AL		35209	
205‐837‐0997	
Tselden@starneslaw.com	
 

  Richard	Sexton	
J.S.	Held,	LLC	
135	W	Central	Blvd.,	Suite	720	
Orlando,	FL		32801	
407‐370‐9030	
Rsexton@JSheld.com	
 

Armen	Shahinian	
Chiesa	Shahinian	&	Giantomasi	
One	Boland	Drive	
West	Orange,	NJ		07052	
973‐530‐2002	
ashahinian@csglaw.com	
 

  Gina	Shearer	
Strasburger	&	Price	LLP	
2600	Dallas	Parkway,	Suite	600	
Frisco,	TX		75034	
469‐287‐3914	
gina.shearer@strasburger.com	
 

Gary	Shevik	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	Fourth	Avenue,	Suite	3700	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐715‐5742	
Gary.Shevik@libertymutual.com	
 

  Chris	Simmelink	
RLI	Insurance	Co.	
3101	Western	Avenue,	Suite	300	
Seattle,	WA		98121	
206‐628‐7241	
Chris.Simmelink@RLIcorp.com	
 

Greg	Smith	
Booth,	Mitchel	&	Strange	LLP	
701	South	Parker	Street,	Suite	6500	
Orange,	CA		92868	
714‐480‐8500	
ghsmith@boothmitchel.com	
 

  Jodi	Smith	
Jomax	Recovery	Services	
9242	W.	Union	Hills	Drive,	Suite	102	
Peoria,	AZ		85382	
602‐866‐0721	
jsmith@jomaxrecovery.com	
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Ranae	Smith	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3700	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐473‐5204	
Ranae.Smith@LibertyMutual.com	
 

  Rex	Snyder	
Sage	Consulting	Group	
1623	Blake	Street	Suite	400	
Denver,	CO		80202	
303‐570‐1233	
Rexs@sageconsulting.com	
 

Jan	Sokol	
Stewart	Sokol	&	Larkin	LLC	
2300	SW	First	Avenue,	Suite	200	
Portland,	OR		97201‐5047	
503‐221‐0699	
Jdsokol@lawssl.com	
 

  Michael	Spinelli	
Cashin	Spinelli	&	Ferretti,	LLC	
801	Motor	Parkway	
Hauppauge,	NY		11788	
631‐737‐9170	
mwspinelli@csfllc.com	
 

Corey	Stewart	
Law	Offices	of	Charles	G.	Evans	
165	E.	Bunnell	Avenue,	Suite	D	
Homer,	AK		99603	
907‐435‐7274	
Coreygstewart.law@gmail.com	
 

  Michael	Sugar,	III	
Forcon	International	Corp.	
1216	Oakfield	Dr.	
Brandon,	FL		33511	
813‐317‐8608	
Michael.Sugar@forcon.com	
 

Shauna	Szczechowicz	
Wolkin	Curran,	LLP	
402	West	Broadway,	Suite	400	
San	Diego,	CA		92101	
619‐786‐2100	
sszczechowicz@wolkincurran.com	
 

  Richard	Tasker	
Sage	Associates,	Inc.	
1301	Dove	Street,	Suite	820	
Newport	Beach,	CA		92660	
949‐724‐9600	
rtasker@sage‐associates.com	
 

Kathryn	Thomas	
Law	Offices	of	Charles	G.	Evans	
165	E.	Bunnell	Avenue,	Suite	D	
Homer,	AK		99603	
907‐278‐4691	
locge@gci.net	
 

  Michael	Timpane	
SMTD	Law	LLP	
1999	Harrison	Street,	Suite	660	
Oakland,	CA		94612	
510‐907‐3245	
mt@smtdlaw.com	
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Tom	Tomeo	
Benchmark	Consulting	Services	LLC	
8712	Spanish	Ridge	Avenue	
Las	Vegas,	NV		89148	
702‐810‐3449	
ttomeo@benchmark‐consulting.com	
 

  Rod	Tompkins	
RJT	Construction	Consulting,	Inc.	
13240	Bel	Air	Drive	
Auburn,	CA		95603	
530‐823‐2220	
rod@rjtconstruction.com	
 

Rodney	Tompkins,	Jr.	
RJT	Construction	Consulting,	Inc.	
One	Park	Plaza,	Suite	600	
Irvine,	CA		92614	
949‐419‐3840	
rodney@rjtconstruction.com	
 

  Andrew	Torrance	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3700	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐473‐6366	
andrew.torrance@libertymutual.com	
 

Patrick	Toulouse	
Travelers	
33650	6th	Avenue	South,	Suite	200	
Federal	Way,	WA		98003	
253‐943‐5826	
Ptoulouse@travelers.com	
 

  Andrew	Van	Ornum	
Varela,	Lee,	Metz	&	Guarino,	LLP	
333	Bush	Street,	Suite	1500	
San	Francisco,	CA		94104	
415‐623‐7000	
avanornum@vlmlaw.com	
 

Emily	Varcalli	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3700	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
206‐473‐6425	
Emily.Varcalli@LibertyMutual.com	
 

  Gregory	R.	Veal	
Bovis,	Kyle,	Burch	&	Medlin,	LLC	
200	Ashford	Center	N.,	Suite	500	
Atlanta,	GA		30338	
678‐338‐3907	
grv@boviskyle.com	
 

Paul	Versage	
Sage	Associates,	Inc.	
7625	East	Redfield	Road,	Suite	145	
Scottsdale,	AZ		85260	
602‐904‐0040	
pversage@sage‐associates.com	
 

  Mark	Walser	
Aspen	Reinsurance	
1557	Georges	Hill	Road	
Southbury,	CT		06488	
860‐656‐2987	
Mark.walser@aspen‐re.com	
 



71 
 

Blake	Wilcox	
Liberty	Mutual	
1001	4th	Avenue,	Suite	3800	
Seattle,	WA		98154	
425‐473‐3264	
Blake.Wilcox@libertymutual.com	
 

  Tom	Windus	
Watt	Tieder	Hoffar	&	Fitzgerald,	LLP	
1215	Fourth	Avenue,	Suite	2210	
Seattle,	WA		98161	
206‐204‐5808	
Twindus@watttieder.com	
 

Jeff	Yusen	
Williams	Kastner	
601	Union	Street,	Suite	4100	
Seattle,	WA		98101	
206‐628‐6600	
jyusen@williamskastner.com	
 

  Gene	Zipperle	
Ward,	Hocker	&	Thornton,	PLLC	
9300	Shelbyville	Road,	Suite	700	
Louisville,	KY		40222	
502‐753‐3778	
gzipperle@whtlaw.com	
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Driving	Directions 

	
	

	

	

Willows	Lodge	to	the	Harbour	Pointe	Golf	Club	–	11817	Harbour	Pointe	Blvd,	Mukilteo,	WA	
 

1.	 Go	right	out	of	the	parking	lot	onto	NE	145th	St/WA‐202		 1.7	mi	
2.	 Turn	right	onto	NE	175th	St/WA‐202	 0.2	mi	
3.	 Turn	left	onto	131st	Ave	NE/WA‐202	 0.3	mi	
4.	 Merge	onto	WA‐522	W	via	the	ramp	on	the	left	 0.8	mi	
5.	 Merge	onto	I‐405	N	toward	Everett	 6.7	mi	
6.	 Stay	straight	to	go	onto	WA‐525	N	 4.3	mi	
7.	 Turn	left	onto	Harbour	Pointe	Boulevard	SW	 1.7	mi	
8.	 End	at	11817	Harbour	Pointe	Boulevard	SW	 	
  	 	

 

 

Harbour	Pointe	Golf	Club	to	Willows	Lodge	‐	14580	Northeast	145th	Street,	Woodinville,	WA	
 

1.	 Start	out	going	south	on	Harbour	Pointe	Blvd	toward	S	Grove	Dr	 1.7	mi	
2.	 Turn	right	onto	Mukilteo	Speedway/WA‐525	 4.1	mi	
3.	 Take	I‐405	S	toward	I‐405	S/Bellevue/Renton	 6.8	mi	
4.	 Merge	onto	WA‐522	E	toward	WA‐202E/Monroe/Wenatchee	 1.0	mi	
5.	 Take	the	WA‐202	E	exit	toward	Woodinville/Redmond	 0.1	mi	
6.	 Merge	onto	131st	Ave	NE/WA‐202S	toward	Woodinville/Redmond     0.2	mi	
	7.  Take	the	2nd	right	onto	NE	175th	St/WA‐202	 0.2	mi	
8.	 Turn	left	onto	Woodinville	Redmond	Rd	NE/WA‐202	 1.9	mi	
9.	 End	at	14580	NE	145th	St.		Destination	will	be	on	the	left.	 	
	 	 	

 

 

Harbour	Pointe	Golf	Club	to	Marriott	Redmond	Town	Center	–	7401	164th	Avenue	NE,	Redmond	
 

1.	 Start	out	going	south	on	Harbour	Pointe	Blvd	toward	S	Grove	Dr	 1.7	mi	
2.	 Turn	right	onto	Mukilteo	Speedway/WA‐525	 4.1	mi	
3.	 Take	I‐405	S	toward	I‐405	S/Bellevue/Renton	 11.9	
4.	 Take	WA‐908	E	exit,	exit	18,	toward	Redmond	 0.7	mi	
5.	 Merge	onto	NE	85th	Street	 1.0	mi	
6.	 NE	85th	St	becomes	Redmond	Way	 1.9	mi	
7.	 Turn	right	onto	Cleveland	Street	 0.3	mi	
8.	 Turn	right	onto	164th	Ave	NE	     0.05	
 9.  Enter	next	round‐about	and	take	the	3rd	exit	onto	NE	76th	St	 0.09	
10.	 End	at	7401	164th	Avenue	NE	 	
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Harbour	Pointe	Golf	Club	to	SeaTac	Airport	
 

1.	 Start	out	going	south	on	Harbour	Pointe	Blvd	toward	S	Grove	Dr	 1.7	mi	
2.	 Turn	right	onto	Mukilteo	Speedway/WA	525	 4.1	mi	
3.	 Merge	onto	I‐5	S	toward	Seattle	 30.1	mi	
4.	 Take	the	S	188th	St	exit,	exit	152,	toward	Orillia	Rd	 0.2	mi	
5.	 Keep	right	to	take	the	S	188th	Street	ramp	 0.2	mi	
6.	 					Turn	right	onto	S	188th	St	 1.1	mi	
7.	 Turn	right	onto	International	Blvd/WA	99	 1.0	mi	
8.	 End	at	Seattle‐Tacoma	International	Airport.		Airport	is	on	the	left. 0.8	mi	
  	 	

 

 

Willows	Lodge	to	SeaTac	Airport	
 

1.	 Head	east	on	NE	145th	St	toward	Sammamish	River	Trail.	 0.1	mi	
2.	 At	the	traffic	circle,	continue	straight	to	stay	on	NE	145th	St	 449	ft	
3.	 At	the	traffic	circle,	take	the	1st	exit	onto	Woodinville	  
  Redmond	Rd	NE	 0.1	mi	
4.	 At	the	traffic	circle,	continue	straight	onto	WA‐202	E/Woodinville	  
  Redmond	Rd	NE	 1.5	mi	
5.	 Turn	right	onto	NE	124th	St	 2.5	mi	
6.	 Merge	onto	I‐405	S	via	the	ramp	to	Renton	 20.5	mi	
7.	 Continue	onto	WA‐518	W	 0.9	mi	
8.	 Take	the	exit	toward	Sea‐Tac	Airport	 0.8	mi	
9.	 Merge	onto	Airport	Expressway	 0.9	mi	
10.	 Slight	right	onto	Departures	Dr.	  
  Destination	will	be	on	the	right	 0.4	mi	
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